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FOREWORD 

 
 
 
Establishment of Auld Vertuus School was a result of complex causes and 
conditions, produced by the spiritual heritage of Ven. Khenpo Kyosang 
Rinpoche, and also by opinions and actions of his disciples. These 
opinions and actions, recorded in our internal documents, display 
sometimes not only slight disagreements, but even a serious tension 
between the two parties of Rinpoche’s followers. 
 
However, all of these actions and publicly expressed opinions became 
parts of proceedings that finally lead to the creation of Auld Vertuus 
School. 
 
Our intent was to avoid as thoroughly as possible any subjective position 
and any too personal a viewpoint while presenting these proceedings to 
the public and to publish as many substantial documents as may be 
published at the current moment. 
 
When compiling this book, we faced an important question of whether 
disclosing the names of authors of several documents (such as emails 
etc.) violates their privacy. We assume that any response to an open 
letter (see section 12) in its quality as a response to a publicly accessible 
document also enters public domain and therefore may be published 
without any restrictions, if its author doesn’t claim the opposite. 
However, we have finally decided to replace all characters in personal 
names with asterisks. This does not apply to the names of persons who 
had publicized their articles, essays, open letters, petitions, statements, 
or other such works in any form before this book was created.  
 
We declare our willingness to remove from this book any piece of 
information if our readers still find it to violate their or other persons’ 
privacy. We are also ready to answer any further questions from our 
readers. 
 
Ludwig Roemer 
Christian Lauer 
 



 
1. OBITUARIES IN MEMORY OF KYOSANG RINPOCHE 

 
http://www.doolia.de/anzeigen/detail.php?A=976586953daaf9e
3526a.2014#kyosang_rinpoche 

 
http://kyosang.rinpoche.muchloved.com/ 

 
http://www.ruheinfrieden.de/traueranzeige/juli-2014/khenpo-
kyosang-rinpoche.html 
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http://www.imorial.com/khenpokyosang/ 

 



 
2. LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF KYOSANG RINPOCHE 

 
[English Text] 

 
LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT  

of Kyosang Zangpo 
 
I, Kyosang Zangpo, also known as Khenpo Kyosang Rinpoche, an 
adult residing at *** ******* *******, ***********, Deutschland 
(Germany), being of sound mind, declare this to be my Last Will 
and Testament. I revoke all wills and codicils previously made by 
me.  
 

ARTICLE I 
 
I appoint Ludwig Roemer as my Personal Representative to 
administer this Will, and ask that he be permitted to serve without 
Court supervision and without posting bond. If Ludwig Roemer is 
unwilling or unable to serve, then I appoint Valerie Lambert to 
serve as my Personal Representative, and ask that he be permitted 
to serve without Court supervision and without posting bond. 
 

ARTICLE II 
 
I direct my Personal Representative to pay out of my personal 
ownership all of the expenses of my last illness, administration 
expenses, all legally enforceable creditor claims, all state 
inheritance taxes, and all other governmental charges imposed by 
reason of my death without seeking reimbursement from or 
charging any person for any part of the taxes and charges paid, 
and if necessary, reasonable funeral expenses, without the 
necessity of an order of court approving said expenses. 
 

ARTICLE III 
 
I wish my body to be cremated. 
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ARTICLE IV 
 
I devise, bequeath, and give my books and ritual belongings to the 
new spiritual director of Je Tsongkapa Ling.1 
 

ARTICLE V 
 
I devise, bequeath, and give all the rest and remainder of my 
personal ownership to Je Tsongkapa Ling Buddhist College and 
Retreat Center. 
 

ARTICLE VI 
 
I recommend Ludwig Roemer as a candidate for the position of 
the spiritual director of Je Tsongkapa Ling. The general meeting 
of my disciples is at liberty to elect another person as the new 
spiritual  director. 
 

ARTICLE VII 
 
I recognize Ludwig Roemer, Anna Schulthess, ********* *****, 
Francis Cesare, ********* ********, ***** *******, ****** 
*********, *********** ********, **** ******[,]2 and ******* 
*******3 as qualified “spreaders of Dharma,” i.e. Buddhist 
instructors. 
 

ARTICLE VIII 
 
I allow to the persons mentioned above to spread the Holy 
Teaching of Buddha by giving oral teachings, writing books, 

                                                
1 This was the first name of the College before October 2014. Its actual 
name is Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College. Ludwig Roemer 
2 This comma was omitted in the original Last Will. Valerie Lambert 
3 We have lost contacts to several disciples if Rinpoche after his death, 
and we failed to receive their articulate consent to publish their names 
here. Ludwig Roemer 
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performing meditations and rituals, to lead Dharma centers they 
have created or/and to create new centers. 
 

ARTICLE IX 
 
Everyone who tries to abstain from evil, develops his mind by 
studying Buddhist scriptures and is helpful to other people can 
regard himself as my spiritual disciple. 

 
ARTICLE X 

 
I wish this Last Will and Testament to be published in a month 
after my death. 

 
Kyosang Zangpo 

 
SELF-PROVING AFFIDAVIT 

 
The instrument, consisting of this and two (2) typewritten pages 
was signed and acknowledged by Testator as his Last Will and 
Testament in our presence, and we, at his request, and in his 
presence, and in the presence of each other, have subscribed our 
names as witnesses. 
 
Under penalties for perjury, we, the undersigned Testator and 
witnesses declare: 
 
1. That the Testator executed this instrument as his Will; 
2. That in the presence of witnesses, the Testator signed the Will; 
3. That the Testator executed the Will as his free and voluntary 
act for the purposes expressed in it; 
4. That each of the witnesses, in the presence of the Testator and 
of each other, signed the Will as witness; 
5. That the Testator was of sound mind; and 
6. That, to the best of his knowledge, the Testator was at the time 
eighteen (18) or more years of age. 
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All of which is attested to this Twentieth day of May Two 
Thousand and Fourteen. 
 

KYOSANG ZANGPO, Testator 
 

LUDWIG ROEMER, Witness 
 

VALERIE LAMBERT, Witness 
 



 
3. AUTOGRAPH BY KYOSANG RINPOCHE 
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Transcript 
 

ད་ག་་ར་ན་པ་ཞལ་བ་དང་ས་ེལ་མཁན་ད་པ་ 
ལག་འར།  
་སངས་བཟང་། 

 
Translation 

 
I hereby certify that Mr. Ludwig Roemer is my disciple and may 
spread the Dharma. 

 
Kyosang Zangpo4 
 
 

                                                
4 I found it reasonable to place this autograph here in order to show that 
Dr. Anna Schulthess might be wrong stating that no one of the closest 
disciples of Khenpo Kyosang Rinpoche has ever received from him any 
personal authorization to spread the Teaching [Schulthess, A. (2017). 
Reflections upon Life and Personality of Ven. Kyosang Rinpoche. 
Saarbrücken: Smashwords, p. 3.] This short notice shows that it is not 
so. We thank Mr Tsering Tashi, Mr. Pema Gyatso, and Ven. Khenpo 
Nyima Dondrup who have helped us read and translate it. Ludwig 
Roemer 



 
4. EIGHT MORAL GUIDELINES 

 
and corresponding quotations from Snow Lion Faces Europe  

by Khenpo Kyosang Rinpoche 
 

Compiled by Ludwig Roemer 
 
 
 
 
[1] Tolerance is not the way to solve social or spiritual 
problems. It shall be replaced by either compassion towards 
those who suffer and are in need, or by counteracting evil 
deeds and intentions 
 
‘Tolerance comes from “tolerate.” Tolerance means tolerating other 
persons. We let others be. Tolerance is not the same with love. It also 
has nothing in common with hatred. Tolerance is simply 
indifference. Nothing separates people more than indifference.’ 
 
[Rinpoche, K. (2017). Snow Lion Faces Europe. 2nd ed. 
Saarbrücken: Lulu Enterpises, Inc., p. 44.] 
 
‘You believe tolerance to be a Buddhist feature. Some of you believe 
that the Buddha preached tolerance. Nothing of the kind. It was 
compassion He preached.’ 
 
[Rinpoche, K. (2017). Snow Lion Faces Europe. 2nd ed. 
Saarbrücken: Lulu Enterpises, Inc., p. 45.] 
 
[2] Men and women have different spiritual qualities and 
features. 
 
‘Lie number six: men and women differ from each other neither 
mentally, nor spiritually.’ 
 
[Rinpoche, K. (2017). Snow Lion Faces Europe. 2nd ed. 
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Saarbrücken: Lulu Enterpises, Inc., p.  83.] 
 
‘Men are in reality neither better nor worse than women. They just 
differ from women. Men and women are different, not only 
physically.’ 
 
[Rinpoche, K. (2017). Snow Lion Faces Europe. 2nd ed. 
Saarbrücken: Lulu Enterpises, Inc., p. 87.] 
 
[3] Facilitating children’s sexual development does harm to 
their spiritual development. 
 
‘There are two more things which do your children much harm. 
 
(…) 
 
It is, secondly, cultivating their sexuality.’ 
 
[Rinpoche, K. (2017). Snow Lion Faces Europe. 2nd ed. 
Saarbrücken: Lulu Enterpises, Inc., p.  65.] 
 
‘On the contrary, you Westerners provide the youth with an ample 
opportunity for sexual life. I am convinced that an early sexual 
experience does much harm to their mental development. You see, 
even a grown-up person, when overpowered by sexual desires, can 
scarcely think of something else. So strong are these desires. The less 
a young man.’ 
 
[Rinpoche, K. (2017). Snow Lion Faces Europe. 2nd ed. 
Saarbrücken: Lulu Enterpises, Inc., p. 68.] 
 
[4] Only a partnership of a man and a woman who both avoid 
sexual misconduct and adultery can be seen as a true 
marriage. 
 
‘This is how a Buddhist woman should act. She has to choose her 
future husband thoroughly. She is to find one a marriage to whom 
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she will never regret.’ 
 
[Rinpoche, K. (2017). Snow Lion Faces Europe. 2nd ed. 
Saarbrücken: Lulu Enterpises, Inc., p.  57.] 
 
[5] Faithful people shall make efforts to make social life 
better. 
 
‘Buddhism is better in many ways but one. It doesn’t wish to improve 
this suffering world. It only suggests escaping from samsara. By 
doing so, it rejects the Buddha who influenced politicians without 
staying aside. And this one aspect of Buddhism may be worse than 
all disadvantages of Christianity.’ 
 
[Rinpoche, K. (2017). Snow Lion Faces Europe. 2nd ed. 
Saarbrücken: Lulu Enterpises, Inc., p. 124.] 
 
‘One thing a Buddhist can do, though. He or she should meditate 
upon the ways to make this world better. It is not always a big task 
like building a school or a hospital. Helping one’s own old relatives 
or ill people will do, too. The Buddha taught an active compassion 
which improves this world by action, not only by meditation.’ 
 
[Rinpoche, K. (2017). Snow Lion Faces Europe. 2nd ed. 
Saarbrücken: Lulu Enterpises, Inc., p.  125.] 
 
[6] We shall not approve free choice of any person if this 
choice leads to evil deeds, words, or thoughts. We shall 
counteract this choice. 
 
‘A lama is not a person who permits hatred, ignorance, and lust. He 
or she is someone who cures them. Someone who forbids. So he or 
she is easily said to be an “enemy of Democracy.” Tant pis, how you 
Frenchmen say. So much the worse. So much the worse for 
Democracy.’ 
 
[Rinpoche, K. (2017). Snow Lion Faces Europe. 2nd ed. 
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Saarbrücken: Lulu Enterpises, Inc., p.  Page 35.] 
 
[7] Religion still may gain back its spiritual and social 
influence if had once. 
 
‘It is wrong to limit any religion by five per cent of its followers. By 
doing so you give another ninety-five per cent no chance of spiritual 
training. And more than that, by doing so you give up the idea of 
transforming your society, of making it more just. More Christian-
like, so to say. A person who doesn’t care for any religion won’t make 
better the society, member of which he or she is. Such an individual 
will make money instead of it. Your ‘game rules’ allow five per cent 
of population to care for religion under condition that these five per 
cent don’t trouble anybody, that they take upon themselves your 
mutual responsibility for the spiritual improvement of mankind.’ 
 
[Rinpoche, K. (2017). Snow Lion Faces Europe. 2nd ed. 
Saarbrücken: Lulu Enterpises, Inc., p. 62.] 
 
[8] No worldly power, institution, or regime may be regarded 
as a supreme ethical authority. Only Religion is a trustful 
source of knowledge of what is Good and what is Evil. 
 
‘Why don’t you want these women to decide, whether it humiliates 
them or not? Dispute about wearing a veil is a dispute between 
religion and politics. I always thought religion to be something more 
important and noble than politics.’ 
 
[Rinpoche, K. (2017). Snow Lion Faces Europe. 2nd ed. 
Saarbrücken: Lulu Enterpises, Inc., p. 61.] 



 
5. MINUTES OF THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF KYOSANG RINPOCHE’S 
FRIENDS  

 
The International Community of Kyosang Rinpoche’s Friends 

MINUTES OF THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
 
6 September 2015 
 
Assembly called to order at 12:00 am. 
 
Assembly location: ***********, hall of Je Tsongkapay Ling 
Buddhist College. 
  
Founders present: 
 
Ludwig Roemer 
Anna Schulthess 
******* ****** 
********* ***** 
*********** ******** 
Valerie Lambert 
Sonja Wagner 
 
Founders with distant participation 
 
***** ******* 
********* ******** 
 
Agenda 
 
1. Electing Assembly Chair and Assembly Secretary 
2. Founding the International Community of Rinpoche’s Friends 
3. Electing the Spiritual Head of International Community of 
Rinpoche’s Friends 
4. Powers of the Spiritual Head 
5. Approving the Moral Guidelines of the International 
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Community of Rinpoche’s Friends 
6. Discussing conditions of membership 
 
Reading of Agenda 
 
Motion: To approve the agenda for 6 September 2015 
 
Vote: Motion carried 
 
Resolved: Agenda for the Assembly on 6 September 2015 
approved without modification 
 
Business 
 
1. Electing Assembly Chair and Assembly Secretary 
 
Motion from Ludwig Roemer: To elect Ludwig Roemer as 
Assembly Chair, to elect ***** ****** as Assembly Secretary. 
 
Vote: Motion carried 
 
Resolved: Motion carried; Ludwig Roemer elected as Assembly 
Chair, ***** ****** elected as Assembly Secretary. 
 
2. Founding the International Community of Rinpoche’s Friends 
 
Motion from Chair: To found the International Community of 
Rinpoche’s Friends as an independent branch of Je Tsongkapay 
Ling Buddhist College. 
 
Vote: Motion carried. 
 
Resolved: Motion carried; the International Community of 
Rinpoche’s Friends as an independent branch of Je Tsongkapay 
Ling Buddhist College founded. 
 
3. Electing the Spiritual Head of International Community of 
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Rinpoche’s Friends 
 
Motion from Valerie Lambert: To elect Ludwig Roemer as the 
Spiritual Head of the International Community of Rinpoche’s 
Friends 
 
Vote: 5 in favor, 1 against, 3 abstain 
 
Resolved: Motion carried, Ludwig Roemer elected as the Spiritual 
Head of the International Community of Rinpoche’s Friends. 
 
4. Powers of the Spiritual Head 
 
Motion from Valerie Lambert: The Spiritual Head of the 
International Community of Rinpoche’s Friends shall have full 
power to explain the Teaching of Kyosang Rinpoche, to determine 
whether its explanations by others are correct or not, to authorize 
any member as a “spreader of Teaching of Kyosang Rinpoche” and 
to remove his or her authorization.  
 
Vote: 5 in favor, 1 against, 3 abstain 
 
Resolved: Motion carried, The Spiritual Head of the International 
Community of Rinpoche’s Friends shall have full power to explain 
the Teaching of Kyosang Rinpoche, to determine whether its 
explanations by others are correct or not, to authorize any 
member as a “spreader of Teaching of Kyosang Rinpoche” and to 
remove his or her authorization.  
 
5. Approving the Moral Guidelines of the International 
Community of Rinpoche’s Friends 
 
Motion from Chair: to approve the following Moral Guidelines of 
the International Community of Rinpoche’s Friends, composed by 
Ludwig Roemer: 
 
[1] Tolerance is not the way to solve social or spiritual problems. It 
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shall be replaced by either compassion towards those who suffer and 
are in need, or by counteracting evil deeds and intentions 
[2] Men and women have different spiritual qualities and features. 
[3] Facilitating children’s sexual development does harm to their 
spiritual development. 
[4] Only a partnership of a man and a woman who both avoid 
sexual misconduct and adultery can be seen as a true marriage. 
[5] Faithful people shall make efforts to make social life better 
[6] We shall not applause to a free choice of any person if this choice 
leads to evil deeds, words, or thoughts. We shall counteract this 
choice 
[7] Religion still may gain back its spiritual and social influence if 
had once. 
[8] No worldly power, institution, or regime may be regarded as a 
supreme ethical authority. Only  Religion is a trustful source of 
knowledge of what is Good and what is Evil. 
 
Vote: 8 in favor, 0 against, 1 abstain 
 
Resolved: Motion carried, the Moral Guidelines of the 
International Community of Rinpoche’s Friends approved 
 
6. Discussing conditions of membership 
 
Motion from Ludwig Roemer: Membership in the International 
Community of Rinpoche’s Friends shall be open to any 
organization that agrees with the Moral Guidelines given 
hereabove 
 
Vote: 8 in favor, 0 against, 1 abstain 
 
Resolved: Motion carried, Membership in the International 
Community of Rinpoche’s Friends shall be open to any 
organization that agrees with the Moral Guidelines given 
hereabove. 
 
Assembly adjourned at 16:30 pm. 
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Chair 
 
 
Secretary



 

 

6. REFLECTIONS UPON LIFE AND PERSONALITY OF VEN. 
KYOSANG RINPOCHE 

 
by Anna Schulthess 

 
Translated into English by Valerie Lambert. 

 
Selected chapters5 

 
THE FIRST APOSTLE, ALSO BEING ROEMER 

 
Now we proceed with the personality of Rinpoche’s closest 
disciple, his apostle, being also a Roemer in the same way the 
apostle Paul was. [The German word Roemer means as much as 
“a Roman citizen.” — Valerie Lambert] The comparison reveals as 
a true one nor simply for linguistic reasons. Starting with being 
very far from the smartest or the most beloved disciple, Mr. 
Roemer finally managed to become indispensible for Rinpoche-la 
and even to create sort of a “church”: an organization that, even 
despite its spreading Rinpoche’s spiritual heritage, contradicts on 
many occasions the Last Will of the Teacher as well as anything 
the Teacher thought and said. 
 
I probably shall begin with the name of the Buddhist College that 
Rinpoche created in 2001 and which then sounded as Je 
Tsongkhapa Rigpay Jungne Ling Buddhist College and Home 
Retirement. 
 
This old name had two parts, which were the actual name (Je 
Tsongkhapa, rje tsong kha pa in Wylie transliteration mode) and 
its definition (Rigpay Jungne Ling, rig pa'i 'byung gnas gling), 
which literally meant “the source of learning” and had nothing to 
do with the Tibetan name of Padmasabhava, or Pema Jungne, 

                                                
5 This essay was published by Dr. Anna Schulthess on February 17, 2017, 
and has become a source of many disagreements. See its full text at 
https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/704759. 
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whatever. 
 
In a certain way, Je Tsongkapa Rigpay Jungne Ling Buddhist College 
was not a “college,” i.e. not an education provider, incorporated 
according to the French laws. The college, being a religious 
community, offered no diplomas for its students. Only two sorts of 
documents were issued until late 2013, one of them being 
certificates of completion, another being the somewhat notorious 
recognition letters.  
 
From September 2013 till Rinpoche’s death in July 2014, no new 
learners were enrolled and no education activity took place. 
 
After being “elected” as the new “director” of Je Tsongkhapa 
Rigpay Jungne Ling Buddhist College, Mr. Ludwig Roemer finally 
managed to incorporate the College in 2014. At the same time, he 
altered the name of the institution. 
 
Rig pa being knowledge, or wisdom, 'byung gnas being source and 
gling being place, the old name clearly shows us that there is a 
certain place (gling) which serves as the source ('byung gnas) of 
knowledge (rig pa) and is called ‘Je Tsongkapa’ (rje tsong kha pa). 
 
The Y at the end of Tsongkapa, added by Mr Roemer as a marker 
of Tibetan genitive case, simplifies the name of the institution, 
which now means only as much as “Je Tsongkhapa's place.”  
 
This alteration has two disadvantages. 
 
The first one is that no Tibetan-speaking person can now identify 
Je Tsongkapa(y) Ling as a “source of learning,” i.e. an education 
provider, by its name. 
 
The second one is that Je Tsongkhapa, a famous Tibetan lama of 
the fourteenth century, founder of the Gelug lineage, had never 
been in Europe where Je Tsongkapa(y) Ling is located. There is 
also no single reason to regard the College as ‘Je Tsongkapa's 
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place.’ To say it in common words, it is simply not true. 
 
Whatever his reasons might be, Mr. Ludwig Roemer had in my 
opinion no right to alter the name of the institution, founded by 
Rinpoche himself, in order to converse a ‘source of learning 
named after Je Tsongkhapa’ into ‘Je Tsongkhapa's place.’6  
 
The old emblem of the College (two lions holding a Dharma-
wheel) was also altered and simplified by Mr. Roemer. Now it a 
white lion on a red shield. Can anyone make out what this lion 
means? Rinpoche was neither a count nor a duke to have an 
emblem with a shield. He was a Buddhist teacher. Or was he a 
knight of some sort, though? 
 

RECOGNITION OF NEW BUDDHIST TEACHERS 
 
I must beg forgiveness from my reader for boring him or her with 
legislative matters of seemingly little importance as well as for 
repeating what I have already said in another article of mine. Let 
us, however, proceed to one of the most important points. 
 
In His Last Will, Rinpoche-la has authorized ten persons to serve 
as Buddhist instructors and to run Dharma centres which follows 
from the Seventh and the Eight Article quoted below. 
 
“Article VII 
 
I recognize <ten names, the name of Anna Schulthess among them> 
as qualified ‘spreaders of Dharma,’ i.e. Buddhist instructors.” 
 
“Article VIII 
 
I allow to the persons mentioned above to spread the Holy Teaching 

                                                
6 I have only two options: either to use the old long name consisting of 
nine words (Je Tsongkhapa Rigpay Jungne Ling Buddhist College and 
Home Retirement) or to slightly change it. Ludwig Roemer 
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of Buddha by giving oral teachings, writing books, performing 
meditations and rituals, to lead Dharma centres they have created 
or/and to create new centres.” 
 
What was the source of the named authorization? What made it 
possible? I strongly believe, it was possible because of the 
personal qualities, skills, and competences of the persons that 
were examined by Rinpoche and found to be good enough for 
someone who is or wants to be a Buddhist teacher. (Let us regard 
for an instant a ‘teacher’ and an ‘instructor’ as mere synonyms.) 
 
There are probably only two ways to perform this examination 
now, after Rinpoche's having passed away. 
 
One of them is to regard Mr. Ludwig Roemer as the spiritual 
director of Je Tsongkhapa Ling Buddhist College (let me use the 
old name) and hereby as the Supreme Teacher of the whole 
community of Khenpo Kyosang Rinpoche's followers all over the 
world. 
 
I can hardly believe that Mr. Roemer is actually capable to fit this 
position, even despite my deed respect for all his ingenuity and 
other spiritual qualities.  
 
Another way, being much more in correspondence with what 
Rinpoche-la thought and taught throughout his life, is calling a 
meeting of all Buddhist instructors, named in Rinpoche's Last Will, 
in order to elaborate criteria and procedures of authorizing a 
Buddhist instructor and electing officers in charge of this 
examination. 



 

 

7. STATEMENT ON ‘REFLECTONS’ 
 

STATEMENT 
of Mr. Ludwig Roemer, 

Director and President of the Academic Board 
of Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College 

on the Essay by Dr. Anna Schulthess 
entitled Reflections upon Life and Personality of Ven. Kyosang 

Rinpoche 7 
 
Dr. Anna Schulthess, a former Je Tsongkapay Ling lecturer, has 
recently published on wattpad.com and on other web platforms 
her essay entitled Reflections upon Life and Personality of Ven. 
Kyosang Rinpoche. 
 
Moreover, she has forwarded her erroneous and embarrassing 
essay to a number of undisclosed recipients, including myself, 
other members of staff, several other disciples of Our Deceased 
Teacher and, as it might seem, to some of our graduates. Dr. 
Schulthess may also seek contact with other graduates. 
 
Being aware of this fact, I now want to express my private opinion 
on the essay by Dr. Schulthess as both director and president of 
the Academic Board of Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College, 
founded by Khenpo Kyosang Rinpoche,. 
 
I shall omit a response to petty remarks of Dr. Schulthess 
concerning the so-called alteration of the name of the College as 
being entirely unsubstantial. I believe that these remarks may 
arouse a certain interest only in Tibetologists. 
 
I entirely disagree with author’s view on myself, being, as she 
writes, a self-proclaimed ‘Supreme Teacher of the whole 

                                                
7 This statement was published on February 20, 2017, on the website of 
Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College, and was also forwarded to our 
graduates. Ludwig Roemer 
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community of Khenpo Kyosang Rinpoche's followers all over the 
world.’ Both the would be ‘Supreme Teacher’ and his powers to 
authorize new Buddhist teachers, instructors, and missionaries 
that Dr. Schulthess so bravely attacks exist only in her own 
imagination. I want to emphasize that the guidelines for 
recognition of new Buddhist teachers were elaborated by the 
Academic Board of the College, not by one single person. In the 
same way the Academic Board only and not the would be 
‘Supreme Teacher’ has power to recognize applicants as Buddhist 
teachers.  
 
Further on, I want to inform everyone that a general meeting of 
all members of Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College in its 
capacity as a religious community of Rinpoche’s followers all over 
the world, incorporated as a charity foundation with objects that 
‘are specifically restricted to the following: 4.1. advancement of 
religion; and 4.2. religious harmony’ [Memorandum and Articles of 
Association of Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College, p. 2], is 
called to order on March 3, 2017, in Saarbrücken. 
 
The general meeting shall confirm or invalidate the powers of the 
Academic Board of the College in its relationship to all spiritual 
matters. 
 
 
 
Ludwig Roemer 
Director, President of the Academic Board 
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JE TSONGKAPAY LING BUDDHIST COLLEGE 

Company No. 09252243 | http://jetsongkapa.wordpress.com 
Email: jetsongkapay@gmail.com, khenpokyosang@gmail.com 
MB #9738 • PO BOX 480 • Sevenoaks • Kent • TN13 9JY • 

United Kingdom 
 

RESULTS 
of the annual general meeting 

 
The annual general meeting of Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist 
College, held on March 3, 2017, in ***********, has resolved 

1. that Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College and the 
International Community of Kyosang Rinpoche’s Friends shall 
merge into one organization, 

2. that the name of the aforesaid organization shall be Je 
Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College, 

3. that Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College in its capacity 
as a charity company shall be regarded as an international 
community of Kyosang Rinpoche’s friends and followers, 

4. that individuals and organizations who declare their 
agreement with the Moral Guidelines may apply for membership, 

5. that the current director, Mr. Ludwig Roemer, must 
retire from his office according to Art. 32 of the Articles8, 

6. that Ms. ***** *****, Mr. Christian Lauer, and Mr. 
****** ******** shall be elected as directors, 

7. that all professors, lecturers, and fellows of Je 
Tsongkapay ling Buddhist College properly appointed by a 
resolution of a general meeting or by the directors constitute its 

                                                
8 I could not hold this position longer, as Art. 32 prescribes that ‘[a]t 
each subsequent annual general meeting one-third of the directors or, if 
their number is not three or a multiple of three, the number nearest to one-
third, must retire from office. If there is only one director, he or she must 
retire’ [Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College. Memorandum and Articles 
of Association, p. 11]. Ludwig Roemer 
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Academic Board, 

8. that the Academic Board of Je Tsongkapay Ling 
Buddhist College shall have full power to resolve all academic, 
spiritual and religious questions which are to be resolved in order 
to accomplish company’s goals, as long as their activities and 
resolutions comply with legislation, 

9. that directors may only interfere into activity of the 
Academic Board as long as latter’s activities and decisions go, or 
tend to go, against the law, the current Articles, or bylaws of the 
company, 

10. that the position of Vice-Chancellor shall be created, 
11. that the Vice-Chancellor shall be elected permanently 

and may be dismissed only by a resolution of a general meeting of 
the company, 

12. that the Vice-Chancellor shall permanently chair the 
Academic Board and have a casting vote in the case of an equality 
of votes, 

13. that Mr. Ludwig Roemer shall be elected as Vice-
Chancellor, 

14. and that Dr. Anna Schulthess, being one of the closest 
disciples of Khenpo Kyosang Rinpoche, shall be granted the title of 
a honorary member of the Academic Board. 
 
 
Board of Directors 
 



 

 

9. AN OPEN LETTER TO BUDDHIST TEACHERS OF THE 
GELUG TRADITION WORLDWIDE 9 

 
by Christian Lauer 

 
[This email is forwarded primarily to Buddhist centers of the 

Gelug lineage in Europe. Please excuse us if you have received this 
email by mistake.] 
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REQUEST FOR YOUR COMPETENT OPINION 
 
Venerable Teachers, Monks, and Nuns, Dear Friends in Dharma, 
 
your humble servant, the author of this request, was recently 
appointed as one of three directors of Je Tsongkapay Ling 
Buddhist College, being and independent charitable company, 
incorporated in the United Kingdom under British legislation and 
founded by Ven. Khenpo Kyosang Rinpoche in 2001. 
 
I had not the honour of personal acquaintance with Ven. Kyosang 
Rinpoche who had passed away in 2014, and can only learn his 
personality and ideas from his books, as Snow Lion Faces Europe, 

                                                
9 This open letter was published on the website of Je Tsongkapay Ling 
Buddhist college on March 10, 2017, and was also forwarded to a 
considerable number Buddhist teachers and Buddhist centers of the 
Gelug tradition (see ‘List of addressees of the Open Letter’). 
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Secret Words, and Seventy-Six Short Instructions, that are now in 
the public domain (these books are downloadable from 
wattpad.com, smashwords.com and other web platforms or 
directly from our website jetsongkapa.wordpress.com/founder). 
 
The outstanding, controversial, and enigmatic figure of the 
Deceased goes far beyond expectations from a traditional Tibetan 
Buddhist teacher. During his lifetime, Kyosang Rinpoche was 
admired by his followers and much criticized by his opponents. 
Opinions on his spiritual heritage greatly vary, beginning with ‘He 
was an absolute genius and a saintly person’ and ending with ‘He 
was neither a rinpoche nor a khenpo, but simply a self-proclaimed 
lama, a Tibetan refugee who knew very little of Buddha’s 
Teaching.’ 10  
 
Being an ignorant layperson, I cannot say with certainty, whether 
the devoted disciples of the deceased teacher have any rights to 
ascribe to him the honorific titles of ‘khenpo,’ ‘geshe,’ or 
‘rinpoche.’ However, I know for certain that Kyosang Rinpoche 
 

                                                
10 I strongly disagree with this opinion, expressed by Carol McQuire (a 
resident teacher at the Bodhisattva Center in Brighton and a former 
member of the New Kadampa Tradition) in a public discussion about 
Kyosang Rinpoche’s spiritual heritage and his posthumous credo, and I 
also entirely disagree with her definition ‘obscure,’ applied to our 
teacher. The Tibetan word ‘khenpo’ has many definitions, it may mean 
an academic degree, a honorific title, or a position. In the case we regard 
Je Tsongkapa(i) Ling before 2014 as a monastery, nothing prevents us 
from calling Kyosang Rinpoche his abbot and therefore a ‘khenpo’ (i.e. 
‘an abbot’). As for the term ‘rinpoche,’ elderly and respected lamas are 
called ‘rinpoche’ even if they haven’t been recognized as a tulku ever 
before. In any case, the term ‘rinpoche’ was ascribed to our teacher by 
his thankful disciples (and I even believe it was your humble servant 
who has started to call our teacher a rinpoche), not by himself. Kyosang 
Rinpoche has never insisted on applying this title to himself and detested 
the idea of being a ‘spiritual celebrity.’ I thank several Tibetan lamas and 
competent laymen who have given their commentaries upon the use of 
terms ‘khenpo’ and ‘rinpoche’ (see Acknowledgements). Ludwig Roemer 
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— has created a Buddhist college, which exists nowadays and is 
incorporated in the United Kingdom as a charity,  
 
— has left behind three books of his teachings, 
 
— and has won hearts of a considerable number of his followers 
and admirers in Europe. 
 
All these persons are now spreading Kyosang Rinpoche’s spiritual 
heritage and his ideas. 
 
Now we come to the most controversial point. 
 
Rinpoche-la had never expressed his disagreement with several 
well-known Tibetan Buddhist teachers in an open and public 
manner. However, he did it ‘on several private occasions. <…> One 
should not, for instance (so Rinpoche said) underestimate the 
dangers originating from “freedom,” “equality,” and “brotherhood,” 
as well as from “tolerance,” “feminism,” and other such actual 
terms,’ as Dr. Anna Schulthess states in her recent essay.  
 
The meeting of Rinpoche’s disciples, held in 2015, had elaborated 
the so-called Eight Moral Guidelines, a short summary of 
Rinpoche’s teachings and his posthumous ‘credo.’ These guidelines 
are as follows. 
 
[1] Tolerance is not the way to solve social or spiritual problems. It 
shall be replaced by either compassion towards those who suffer 
and are in need, or by counteracting evil deeds and intentions. 
 
[2] Men and women have different spiritual qualities and features. 
 
[3] Facilitating children’s sexual development does harm to their 
spiritual development. 
 
[4] Only a partnership of a man and a woman who both avoid 
sexual misconduct and adultery can be seen as a true marriage. 
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[5] Faithful people shall make efforts to make social life better. 
 
[6] We shall not applause11 to a free choice of any person if this 
choice leads to evil deeds, words, or thoughts. We shall counteract 
this choice. 
 
[7] Religion still may gain back its spiritual and social influence if 
had once. 
 
[8] No worldly power, institution, or regime may be regarded as a 
supreme ethical authority. Only Religion is a trustful source of 
knowledge of what is Good and what is Evil. 
 
These guidelines were created within the so-called International 
Community of Kyosang Rinpoche’s Friends (ICKRF).  
 
Seven12 days ago, on March 3, 2017, the ICKRF has merged with 
Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College into one organization, which 
fact follows from the resolution of the annual general meeting. 
 
We, the recently appointed directors of Je Tsongkapay Ling 
Buddhist College, therefore face a very serious problem of our 
religious self-identification. This problem can be described by 
means of the following questions: 
 
— Are teachings of the deceased Kyosang Rinpoche and 
especially his posthumous ‘credo’ (s. above) in agreement 
with traditional scriptures and teachings of the Gelug school 
of the Tibetan Buddhism? 
 
(or) 
 
— Do they provide an independent way of Buddhist thought 
which way has nothing (or little) in common with the 

                                                
11 This word was then replaced with ‘approve.’  
12 It was ‘seven’ on March 10, 2017. This word was replaced with 
‘several’ later on. Valerie Lambert 
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scriptures of the Gelug school and may be regarded as a basis 
for an independent Buddhist community? 
 
We humbly and most respectfully ask any competent Buddhist 
teacher of the Gelug lineage to express his or her opinion on this 
problem and will be happy to receive it in written. Our Email 
addresses are jetsongkapay@gmail.com (directors), 
khenpokyosang@gmail.com (academic issues). You also can send 
it to our mailing address (MB #9738, PO BOX 480, Sevenoaks, 
Kent, TN13 9JY, United Kingdom). 
 
If you prefer, you also can submit your vote via our voting form on 
our website at jetsongkapa.wordpress.com/poll. 
 
Opinions of qualified Buddhist teachers (and probably also of 
independent experts and scholars) will help both the 
administration and the members of Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist 
College to realize our own place in the worldwide Buddhist 
community. 
 
We hope and pray to be understood properly. This open letter and 
the poll were neither designed to create a schism, nor to criticize 
several well-known Buddhist teachers who are recognized as such 
by their devoted disciples, nor to ‘validate’ (or, the contrary, to 
‘invalidate’) our deceased teacher we as his disciples and followers 
love and esteem. They were rather intended to find out how far Je 
Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College corresponds to how it describes 
itself, and how this description may be corrected. To do this, we 
have to rely on outer trustful sources. 
 
Please inform us if you expect a donation in return for your 
expertise. 
 
Yours very sincerely, 
 
Christian Lauer, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors



 

 

10. LIST OF ADDRESSES OF THE OPEN LETTER13 
 

Africa/Middle East 
 
cormkt@mweb.co.za 
kailash@iafrica.com 
trc@vodamail.co.za 
tidbnsa@iafrica.com 
contact@lamrim.co.za 

 
Asia 

 
mathisri@rediffmail.com 
anantgyantrust@gmail.com 
lemaudao@msn.com 
rrvt@comcast.net 
info@avalokiteshvara.net 
k2223@ms14.hinet.net 
gaurav@access-keys.com 
xianmissingapore@gmail.com 
byomakusuma@gmail.com 
byoma@wlink.com.np 
gtara@singnet.com.sg 
info@fpmtmba.org.hk 
contact@casotac.com 
info@cksl.in 
daniel.yeoh@gmail.com 
phukhangwelfare@gmail.com 
info@estbc.org 
mahayagt@yahoo.com 
gstpebranch@yahoo.com 

                                                
13 This list was composed relying mainly on the World Buddhist directory 
(http://www.buddhanet.info/wbd/) We have primarily selected centers 
marked as ‘Gelug’ or ‘Tibetan’ when composing this list. The open letter 
was sent to all recipients in the list, and it took us seven days to 
accomplish it. The last request was sent on March 16, 2017. Valerie 
Lambert 
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information@gadenshartse.net 
info@gyudmedschool.com 
gyutomonastery@yahoo.com 
info@sakyaiba.edu.np 
info@kadamchoeling.or.id 
ktclmalaysia@gmail.com 
info@knbc.org.my 
care@kecharahouse.com 
khacho@ecomail.com.np 
adminstrator@khyenkong-tharjay.org 
franz@komonpc.mos.com.np 
kuncholing@yahoo.com 
lcbuddha@singnet.com.sg 
ferranti@vsnl.net 
odsal.ling0801@gmail.com 
deepakraina1951@gmail.com 
jowozegyal@catskill.net 
office@shedrub.org 
claudia.roth@ryi.org 
info@himalayawisdomschool.org 
mike@DharmaSun.org 
Heidi@DharmaSun.org 
information@gomdeusa.org  
gomde@gomde.dk 
national@gomde.org.uk 
pethubmongolia@agicnet.mn 
webmaster@serajeyngari.org 
serajeysingapore@yahoo.com.sg 
tarabc@singnet.com 
crtp@earthlink.net 
l_chuluunbaatar@yahoo.com 
friends@shedrupling-monastery.org 
vajravidaya@yahoo.com 
support@vajrasecrets.com 
abcchnpl_tamp@pacific.net.sg 
masterco_fengshui888@yahoo.com 
contactus@drophenling.com 
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hbmc.programs@gmail.com 
LGLinstitute@gmail.com 
lcbuddha@yahoo.com 
urgen_lama@hotmail.com 
norbucholingcentre@yahoo.com.sg 
hsientiaktemple@yahoo.com 
sadparamita@hotmail.com 
office@serajeymonastery.org 
serajey.tw@gmail.com 
serajey.taipeioffice@gmail.com 
serajeyusa@yahoo.com 
serajeysingapore@gmail.com 
sjjclm@rediffmail.com 
rudokgonpa@gmail.com 
drophenlinggompa@gmail.com 
info@gyudmedschool.com 
lamarignga@gmail.com 
contactus@thekchencholing.org 
triyana.dharma@gmail.com 

 
Australia 

 
tibetcouncil@atc.org.au 
office@aiblp.org.au 
geshelagedun@yahoo.com.au 
ngawangsamten2004@yahoo.com.au 
sbaperth@yahoo.com.au 
cittamanihospice@powerup.com.au 
info@drolkarbuddhistcentre.org.au 
melissanoble@iprimus.com.au 
potowastudygroup@gmail.com 
dawn_l_cooper@hotmail.com 
tashicholing@yahoo.com 
tenzing@telstra.easymail.com.au 
contact@tushita.org 
maxine@bluepin.net.au 
wishfulfillingmind@gmail.com 
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enquiries@meditationcq.org 
ross.bennetts@une.edu.au 
noproblems@iprimus.com.au 
info@bbmc.org.au 
info@chagtong.org 
info@meditationinperth.org 
pippa.leedow@deakin.edu.au 
raesaleeba@optusnet.com.au 
office@fpmta.org.au 
info@goldcoastmeditation.org 
welcome@hayagriva.org.au 
kunga@uq.net.au 
admin@auskadhampa.org.au 
info@centralcoastmeditation.org 
info@meditateinnewcastle.org 
info@meditateinsydney.org 
info@melbournetibetanbuddhistcentre.org 
milarepabuddhistcentre@gmail.com 
admin@qldbuddhist.asn.au 
office@si.org.au 
info@meditateinbrisbane.org 
info@tharpachoeling.org 
benjhla@hotmail.com 
tbhpi@optusnet.com.au 
tbi@internode.on.net 
tibetanbuddhistsociety@bigpond.com 
info@tibetanbuddhistsociety.net.au 
 

The Americas 
 
alaskabuddhistcenter@gmail.com 
maine@amitabhafoundation.us 
info@ytdr.org 
briansmith@aci-la.org 
info@bakemed.com 
blueberyl@sbcglobal.netcom 
meditateinqueens@aol.com 
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changchienni@yahoo.com 
info@thebodhicenter.org 
huntsvilleb@huntsvillebodhicenter.org 
chicago@bodhipath.org 
info@bohichayrana.org 
aniTenzinLhamo@msn.com 
bodhiheart@cox.net 
bobmasto@rcn.com 
metta-request@mit.edu 
info@triplegem.orh 
info@triplegem.org 
bpf@bpf.org 
bkdc@byomakusuma.org 
cancun@casatibet.org.mx 
saltillo@casatibet.org.mx 
info@nwtca.org 
info@centreparamita.org 
ctssangha@aol.com 
rarney@utep.edu 
secretary@chenrezigcenter.com 
sanchezrime@yahoo.com 
yvonnejaques@telus.net 
lobsangphuntsok@yahoo.com 
casatibet@optical.com.mx 
dgtl@ganden.org 
info@dlfound.org 
info@five-buddha.org 
info@dechenling.org 
deerpk@hotmail.com 
fpmt_slo@hotmail.com 
info@dharmafriendship.org 
inquiries@diamondmtn.org 
lakegeneva@diamondway.org 
smbenjam@artsci.wustl.edu 
drepunggomanginstitute@gmail.com 
institute@drepung.org 
center@drepung.org 
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josephc637@aol.com 
dgtl@ganden.org 
gsl@ganden.org 
info@gadensamtenling.org 
gcl108@netzero.net 
mail@GandenDheling.org 
marthaf@cs.uidaho.edu 
gomangcenter@aol.com 
cursobudismo@aol.com 
ensapa@hotmail.com 
ggbc@gyalwagyatso.org 
info@gyutofoundation.org 
info@gyutoceneter.org 
info@gyutocenter.org 
nancydadak@yahoo.com 
jalingcenter@aol.com 
jtclcalgary@gmail.com 
tobyrhodes@netscape.net 
pelmo@got.net 
programming@jewelheart.org 
brpallas@aol.com 
CleveJH@aol.com 
steveb@juneau.lib.ak.us 
tashi.dondup@gmail.com 
office@kagyu.org 
AnilaAnnMcNeil@telus.net 
sgrimaldo@yahoo.com 
mahatma40@yahoo.com.mx 
taostudy@taosnet.com 
gan@starling.us 
bonnie@austinfpmt.com 
teachings@compassionbuddha.org 
friends@landofenlightenedwisdom.org 
office@medicinebuddha.org 
vandad@uwyo.edu 
liberationpp@compuserve.com 
Info@LiberationPrisonProject.org 
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bonniebaptist@hotmail.com 
mdc@globalview-intl.com 
manjushrilineage@gmail.com 
taradakini108@gmail.com 
mono@meetingbrook.org 
milarepa@milarepacenter.org 
info@miphamshedra.org 
info@namgyal-ling.org 
namgyal@lightlink.com 
nechung@aloha.net 
info@nechungnyc.org 
osel@fpmt-osel.org 
cwihak@arctic.ca 
lama108@aol.com 
elrayo999@gmail.com 
info@meditationinmass.org 
serlinpa@yahoo.com 
ShambalaConsult@cs.com 
info@shiwacenter.org 
siwd_main@hotmail.com 
communications@siddharthasintent.org 
ssrc@siddharthasintent.org 
george85650@yahoo.com 
office.sravasti@gmail.com 
cookemily@aol.com 
tashicholing@gmail.com 
dolma@tashilhunpo.org 
info@khenrab.org 
tengyeling@tengyeling.ca 
info@amicusfoundation.org 
gkphoto@yahoo.com 
bwdolma@earthlink.net 
Info@gampopacenter.com 
info@guytofoundation.org 
karuna@thekarunagroup.com 
tgi@tgivt.org 
yvonnejaques@telus.net 
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info@thubtencholing.com 
trldharma@yahoo.com 
rosebud4tibet@hotmail.com 
ganden@mindspring.com 
mweiss@tbcs.net 
lamalobsang@hotmail.com 
tcc@tibetancc.com 
tilopastudygroup@yahoo.com 
danblack@velocitus.net 
tbi@together.net 
info@tsatsastudio.org 
office@tsechenling.org 
Vajrapani@vajrapani.org 
KTLoffice@KungaTenphelLing.org 
bawitbeck@aol.com 
lobsang40241@aol.com 
info@white-conch.org 
cainfo@white-conch.org 
bwallace@telus.net 
ad_center@outlook.com 
buddhaheritagehome@gmail.com 
fpjohns@gmail.com 
guadalajara@casatibet.org.mx 
jesuisenvie@hotmail.com 
contact@clearskycenter.org 
cda.dharma.friends@gmail.com 
trey@dharmakayacenter.com 
nyimalhamo@aim.com 
info@dnkldharma.org 
info@meditationinpalmsprings.org 
mail@emahofoundation.org 
office@gstdl.org 
director@guhyasamaja.org 
spc@guhyasamaja.org 
cdhill@cableone.net 
admin@indianabuddhist.org 
jts108va@aol.com 
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kporter@well.com 
newyork@jewelheart.org 
info@kadampa-center.org 
peace@meditationinpennsylvania.org 
lamrimcenter@mac.com 
nick@lamayeshe.com 
info@meditateiniowacity.org 
jinpa@middlewayhealth.com 
sopanyima@aol.com 
MahayanaWish@gmail.com 
info@maitripa.org 
manjushriwisdomstudycenter@yahoo.com 
contact@nashvilledharma.org 
info@haikong.ca 
info@oklahomarime.org 
orgyendorjeden@gmail.com 
center@phendeshedrubling.org 
info@siddharthacircle.org 
palmo@sgbcc.org 
scdharma@gmail.com 
Danaprice@iluminahealing.com 
office@tararedwoodschool.org 
info@tenzingyatsoinstitute.org 
info@tergar.org 
info@chenrezigproject.org 
info@thetibetcenter.org 
info@tnlsf.org 
BuddhaMind97@aol.com 
info@tibetanlanguage.org 
foundation@tsemrinpoche.com 
TubtenKunga-subscribe@yahoogroup.com 
sangha@aci-capeann.org 
info@ytdr.org 
 

Europe 
 
lerab.ling@rigpa.org 
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infoalba@lgpt.net 
lama@namgyal.ru 
sanary@rabten.eu 
lumbini@rabten.eu 
liberec@rabten.eu 
denhaag@rabten.eu 
puntsok@rabten.eu 
info@rabten.at 
info@rabten.ch 
co-ordination-office@bodhicharya.org 
bodhicharya@deklerk.co.uk 
webmaster@mahakaruna.de 
Linz@diamondway-center.org 
ashram@dakiniland.de 
schneiderinamanfred@web.de 
info@dharmakaya.de 
bz.scheibbs@gmx.at 
m.kalff@access.ch 
chakrasamvara@terra.es 
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beac_cbc@yahoo.co.uk 
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connect@cardiffbuddhistcentre.com 
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gendundrubpa@shaw.ca 
peace@lamayesheling.org 
director@lkpyinternational.org 
gonpo.ludup@gmail.com 
info@oceanofcompassion.org 
director@landofcalmabiding.org 
lmb@medicinebuddha.org 
tarahomeproject@aol.com 
office@tararedwoodschool.org 
office@tsechenling.org 
vajrapani@vajrapani.org 
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info@kadampa-center.org 
info@maitripa.org 
austin.fpmt@gmail.com 
milarepa@milarepacenter.org 
director@guhyasamaja.org 
buddhaapl@gmail.com 
pamtingpa@gmail.com 
yogisaraha@gmail.com 
centroyamantakabog@gmail.com 

                                                
14 These addresses were found on the official webpage of the Foundation 
for Preservation of Mahayana tradition (see http://fpmt.org/centers/). 
The open letter was sent to all recipients in the list. Valerie Lambert 
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info@fpmtmba.org.hk 
office@fpmt-japan.org 
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monks@tslmonastery.org 
broomebuddhists@gmail.com 
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11. LETTER SENT TO THE OFFICE OF HIS HOLINESS THE 
DALAI LAMA 

 
JE TSONGKAPAY LING BUDDHIST COLLEGE 

Company No. 09252243 | http://jetsongkapa.wordpress.com 
Email: jetsongkapay@gmail.com, khenpokyosang@gmail.com 
MB #9738 • PO BOX 480 • Sevenoaks • Kent • TN13 9JY • 

United Kingdom 
 

Issue No.  
MMXVII-4 

2017/3/10                
 

A HUMBLE REQUEST FOR COMPETENT ANSWERS15 
 
We, the directors of Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College, a 
non-government charitable company, incorporated in the 
United Kingdom under British legislation, having learned 
that His Holiness the Dalai Lama the 14th intends to 
proclaim the fact that the succession of Dalai Lamas will 

                                                
15 The International Community of Kyosang Rinpoche’s Friends, several 

members of JTL BC, and directors of Buddhist centers, affiliated with 
JTL BC, have also sent their private enquires to the Office of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama. Their dates are as follows: 

September 25, 2015 (sent by Mr. Ludwig Roemer in his capacity as the 
president of the International Community of Kyosang Rinpoche’s 
Friends to the Office of His Holiness the Dalai Lama via Royal Mail), 

November 17, 2016 (sent by Mr. ***** ******* to the Office of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama as a private mail), 

March 17, 2017 (sent by Mr. ********* ***** to the Office of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama as a private mail), 

March 20, 2016 (sent by Ms. ***** ***** to the Central Tibetan 
Administration as a private mail). 

All of these enquiries referred to the spiritual heritage of Ven. Kyosang 
Rinpoche. 

Only one of these enquiries was answered (see the next section). 
Ludwig Roemer 
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cease after His Passing Away, and being quite upset by this 
statement, most humbly ask from the Office of His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama answers to the following three questions: 
 
1) Whom shall the European disciples of His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama regard as the supreme spiritual authority in the 
case of His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s Passing Away? 
 
2) How shall new Buddhist teachers of Western origin be 
educated, recognized, and appointed, and what should be 
the supreme spiritual authority for their recognition in the 
case of His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s Passing Away? 
 
3) Considering all this, is it reasonable or advisable that 
an independent lineage or school of Western Buddhism be 
created, which possibility His Holiness Dalai Lama had on 
several occasions mentioned before? 
 
We humbly prostrate before the feet of His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama and pray for His long life and well-being. 
 
Christian Lauer, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors 
 



 

 

12. RESPONSES TO THE OPEN LETTER 
from Dharma centers and Buddhist teachers worldwide 

 
 
 

(A) GERMANY, MARCH 9, 2017 
 
From:   **** *** - ****** <donotreply@wordpress.com>16 
Date:   2017-03-09 21:33 GMT-12:00 
Subject:  [JE TSONGKAPAY LING] UMFRAGE (DEUTSCH) 
To:   khenpokyosang@gmail.com 
 
Ihr Name: **** *** - ****** 
 
Ihre Email-Adresse: ******@******-***-********.de 
 
Ihre Stadt, Ihre Gemeinde/Zentrum/Kloster: Stralsund 
 
Sind Sie ein buddhistischer Lehrer?: Ja 
 
Sind mit den Acht Richtlinien (s. unten) von Kyosang 
Rinpoche einverstanden?: Nein 
 
Bitte wählen Sie eine Option: beides ist falsch 
 
Ihr Kommentar: Wohl als einer der se wenigen Menschen habe 
ich die echten Bücher, die der Buddha selber schrieb, studiert. 
Deren Existenz wird im Westen hingegen starl verleugnet sogar. 
Desweiteren habe ich die tiefe Essenz des tibetischen Buddhismus 
studiert, nachdem ich vor einiger Zeit den Erleuchtungszustand 
erreichte und dies sowohl von daoistischen als auch tibetisch 
buddhistischen Organisationen anerkannt und bestätigt wurde. 
Diese Glaubenspunkte stehen leider im Widerspruch zu dem 

                                                
16 This response was submitted via our contact form, placed on the 
website of Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College before the ‘open letter.’ 
Valerie Lambert 
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universellen Schöpfungswissen sowie zu dem was der Buddha 
tatsächlich lehrte. Daher lehne ich sie ab. :)17 
 
Time: March 10, 2017 at 9:33 am 
IP Address: **.**.***.*** 
Contact Form URL: https://jetsongkapa.wordpress.com/umfrage/ 
Sent by an unverified visitor to your site.  
 

                                                
17 Your name: **** *** - ****** 
 
Your email address: ******@******-***-********.de 
 
Your city, your community/center/monastery: Stralsund 
 
Are you a Buddhist teacher?: Yes 
 
Do you agree with the Eight Moral Guidelines created by Kyosang 
Rinpoche's disciples as his posthumous credo (see them below)?: No 
 
Please select an option: both options are false [this option was also 
given] 
 
Your commentary: I am one of few persons who has studies the true 
books, written by the Buddha himself. Their existence is strongly denied 
in the West. Besides, I have learnt the profound essence of the Tibetan 
Buddhism after I have reached the Enlightenment and this fact was 
recognized and confirmed by both Taoist and Tibetan Buddhist 
organizations. I am sorry to say that these points contradict to the 
Universal Creative Knowledge and to what the Buddha really taught. 
This is why I deny them. :)  
 
Translated by Valerie Lambert 
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(B) USA, MARCH 14, 2017 
 
to:  jetsongkapay@gmail.com 
from:  *******@***.com 
date:  Tue, Mar 14, 2017 at 9:04 AM 
subject: Re: Request for Your Competent Opinion 
 
[1] Tolerance is not the way to solve social or spiritual problems. It 
shall be replaced by eithjer compassion towards those who suffer and 
are in need, or by counteracting evil deeds and intentions. 
 
You need to define what you mean by:  "Counteracting evil deed 
and intentions"  We need to work together to help solve social 
problems. 
 
[2] Men and women have different spiritual qualities and features. 
 
Have seen nothing, nor read anything or ever received any 
teaching to support this mistaken idea.  
 
[3] Facilitating children’s sexual development does harm to their 
spiritual development. 
 
You don't say what age children you are referring.  Children 
should be taught the meaning of love and sexual expression as 
they mature - hopefully from their parents. 
 
[4] Only a partnership of a man and a woman who both avoid 
sexual misconduct and adultery can be seen as a true marriage. 
 
You leave out partnership between two men or two women. 
 
[5] Faithful people shall make efforts to make social life better. 
 
Of course. 
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[6] We shall not applause to a free choice of any person if this choice 
leads to evil deeds, words, or thoughts. We shall counteract this 
choice. 
 
I'm not sure what your talking about here.  Of course we should 
try to stop those who are generating negative karma.  What do 
you mean by:  "Counteract this choice"  By what means? 
 
[7] Religion still may gain back its spiritual and social influence if 
had once. 
 
I don't think it ever left. 
 
[8] No worldly power, institution, or regime may be regarded as a 
supreme ethical authority. Only Religion is a trustful source of 
knowledge of what is Good and what is Evil. 
 
Every country of the world that has laws preventing unethical 
actions.  Society needs such laws, as well as, being reinforced by 
the Buddhist religion 
 
***** ******** 
Lama ********* ******* ***** 
Lama Emeritus - Rime Buddhist Center 
 

(OUR RESPONSE) 
 
from:   jetsongkapay@gmail.com 
to:   *******@***.com> 
sent:   Tue, Mar 14, 2017 4:39 pm 
subject:  Thankfully 
 
Ven. and Dear Teacher, 
 
we thank you very much for your quick response and look forward 
to exchanging views and ideas. We regard your mail as your 'vote' 
for the second option ('teachings of Kyosang Rinpoche constitute 
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an independent way of Buddhist thought' etc.) Please let us know 
if you disagree with this interpretation of your letter. 
 
Thankfully, 
 
Christian Lauer 
 

(THE SECOND EMAIL) 
 
from:  *******@***.*** 
to:  jetsongkapay@gmail.com 
date:  Tue, Mar 14, 2017 at 9:51 AM 
subject: Re: Thankfully 
 
Sorry, I must disagree —18 I am not able to vote for either option.  
I never knew, or received teachings, from either of these teachers.  
My comments stand on their own and do not endorse anyone — 
other than my own thoughts on these topics. 
 

                                                
18 We have replaced hyphens with dashes where it seemed appropriate, 
no other alterations were made. Valerie Lambert 
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(C) USA, MARCH 14, 2017 

 
from:  *****  ****** <***********@gmail.com> 
to:  Je Tsongkapay Ling <jetsongkapay@gmail.com> 
date:  Tue, Mar 14, 2017 at 10:45 AM 
subject: Re: Request for Your Competent Opinion 
 
Dear Christian Lauer, 
 
I received your email asking for input.  I do teach at various 
Gelugpa Buddhist centers, serve as director of one such center, 
and have done some writing and editing in the area of Buddhist 
teachings of the Gelugpa tradition. 
 
In my view the "Eight Moral Guidelines" that you list below does 
not seem to bear any particular connection to Buddhist scriptures 
of the Gelugpa tradition.  So, I would tend to agree with your 
statement that they "have nothing (or little) in common with the 
scriptures of the Gelug school."   
 
I do not believe that it would be responsible to claim that that 
creed or set of precepts bears any particular connection with the 
Gelug School of Tibetan Buddhism. 
 
I hope that that comment is helpful to you in your ongoing 
process. 
 
Best wishes to you, 
 
***** ******, PhD 
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(D) USA, MARCH 15, 2017 
 
from:  ****** ******* ****** *  

<*******@***********************.***> 
to:  jetsongkapay@gmail.com 
date:  Wed, Mar 15, 2017 at 4:36 AM 
subject: Your 8 Credo's and commentary 
 
Good morning from the USA office of Liberation Prison Project. I 
have read your information and was very curious and wished to 
make a comment if it will be helpful to you. 
 
The 8 statements as they are presented are vague and some really 
don't make that much sense to be honest. I have studied and 
taught Buddhisim for a while now. I have studied with mainly the 
Gelug teachers such as Geshe Tashi Tsering in London for 8 years 
studying the Lam Rim Chenmo and the Foundations of Buddhist 
Thought. I have also studied with Lama Zopa, Lama Yeshe, His 
Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama, and Dza Patrul Rinpoche, as well as 
Sakya Trinzin. I have several students who are inmates in prison 
(15 total last count) and viewed your website carefully before 
responding.  
 
First some formal matters. When you address someone as 
Rinpoche you do not us la. It is not necessary. the "lak" at the end 
of the word means and honorific term. Such as if you addressed 
myself you would say Khandro Lak. That means I am a monastic 
of some unknown type...you are thereby being polite. With 
Rinpoche it is clear that he is already honorific by his title alone so 
it is not needed :-) Geshe lak is required of course to honor your 
teachers. So that is okay. Also you do not need to use Venerable or 
Ven. in front of Rinpoche nor in front of Geshe. Okay enough for 
the lesson in Tibetan grammar I thought to do this to be helpful. If 
you have other questions feel free to ask and I will help all I can. 
 
Lets take your guidelines one by one and you may consider my 
comments if you wish it is up to you. I only say these things to 
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help you think and decide. I pray that it is truly something that 
will help guide you. I do not know your Rinpoche I do have a copy 
of his book which I shall read with interest. In modern times it is 
very difficult to work with Buddhist teachings this I know from 
teaching my own students. So I shall use my experience in helping 
them to try and also help you. If you find what I say not useful 
that is okay. I don't mind :-) I shall pray for your success in gently 
sharing the dharma either way.  
 
[1] Tolerance is not the way to solve social or spiritual problems. It 
shall be replaced by either compassion towards those who suffer and 
are in need, or by counteracting evil deeds and intentions. 
 
Firstly, tolerance by this do you mean "acceptance" as this is a very 
different coronation so perhaps this is what you mean. However, 
you must be very clear what you are not tolerating, or what you 
are tolerating same with acceptance. You cannot make a general 
statement such as this and be clear. This sounds very negative and 
unwelcoming as stated. If I were a lay person unfamiliar with 
Buddhist thought and philosophy I would be thinking that what 
you were trying to achieve was an exclusionary society that had 
the view that some people were acceptable and others not. 
Buddha did not teach this. He said we are all the children of the 
Buddha no matter what our problems were so long as we 
understood the concepts of the laws of cause and effect and put 
into practice his methods to correct our habitually incorrect 
minds. So I should think this needs to be clarified. You have said 
social and spiritual problems. Such as what problems? We must 
use compassion in order to help one another. This requires of us 
great energy and great patience in speaking to one another in a 
fully compassionate way. We must listen from the heart and try to 
understand that the mind is tricky and has many habitual 
tendencies that are negative, positive and neutral. All of the facets 
must be trained by using the methods prescribed by Buddha. The 
goal is enlightenment for all. We ALL have the capability to 
become bad at any moment in our life. The right causes and 
conditions must occur that is all that is needed. Then all of the 
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sudden we find ourselves in trouble. Then with compassion we 
should be able to turn to those who help us and that is the 
spiritual community. The next question comes when you have the 
final statement of "counteracting evil deeds and intentions". This 
also seems a bit harsh. Of course in line with Buddhas teachings 
we train our own minds be we are responsible initially for our self, 
my mind is mine, and yours is yours. The two are not the same. 
We are not warriors fighting with each other. Self development is 
first and foremost in Buddha's teachings. By develping the mind 
and taming the afflictions we have in our own mind streams we 
thereby affect our world in a positive way. We are more gentle, 
more kind, more compassionate. We are not falsly smiling 
showing one face to the world while inwardly hating each other. 
We are honest about what we are and what we wish to achieve. 
All of us without exception are in samsara we all suffer greatly. 
Buddha teaches us to be like mother sentient beings, to nurture, 
to love and care for each other no matter what is going on that is 
wrong in our lives. This is essential to the growth of all of us. So I 
question the reasoning behind this. Perhaps it is just the wording 
that needs altering? One thing that does come to mind is that 
since English was not Rinpoche's first language perhaps he 
thought he was saying one thing, and in English it didn't work so 
well. This happens a great deal, so perhaps the true meaning was 
lost in translation? This is also a very real possibility. 
 
[2] Men and women have different spiritual qualities and features. 
 
Men and women have only a difference in the role in 
reproduction. There is a tendency historically for Tibetans, in fact 
any Asian culture to make women lesser than men even in 
Buddhist faith. Ananda questioned this with Buddha. Buddha's 
answer was very clear on the subject, that women had an equal 
opportunity and capability of attaining enlightenment as men did. 
There are texts that make this seem contradictory when it is said 
to pray to be born a man, as in the times of Buddha being a 
woman was a great hardship. There was much pain in childbirth, 
there was great suffering for women. He knew that men had an 
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easier time of thing. So do try to keep this in the historical context 
in which is was meant please. Men and women have equal 
capacity to become enlightened. It might be that women are 
naturally more compassionate and kind as they are mothers, but 
this is not guaranteed. Men might naturally have more wisdom, 
also not guaranteed. Remember that the mind is neither male nor 
female it is simply mind. There is nothing what so ever that is 
different in this aspect. It is only the body that differs in this life. 
When you look at a monk or a nun who are keeping their vows 
well and truly wishing to help others do you see one as greater 
than the other? I don't. I see us both as reaching for 
enlightenment by dedication and renunciation. In this day and 
age, in this degenerate time it is very hard to do this. Many of us 
have no money, no home, and must fully depend on our faith for 
survival. It's not easy at all to do this. Then I say lay people who 
take vows, they try to keep one or a few of the vows. This is 
wonderful and so amazing! All of us are brothers and sisters in 
this life. We are one family and the distinction of sex only makes a 
difference when it comes to having children and even that is not 
promised to us as many women and men cannot have children in 
this life too. So you see why make such a distinction. Tradition of 
Tibet? Where they view women as lesser persons? There are nuns 
who are Geshe ma (ma is female lak is male :-) There women 
Rinpoche's, there are women who are Lamas. Will you exclude 
them as not having the capacity to gain enlightenment the same 
as a man? By having such a statement as above that is vague it is 
very much open to such interpretation. 
 
[3] Facilitating children’s sexual development does harm to their 
spiritual development. 
 
What is meant by facilitating their sexual development? Does this 
mean not telling them about strangers? Does this mean not telling 
them about their own bodies or not educating them about healthy 
relationships? My mother had the same idea so I will use this as 
my own example. I was never told about sex and this led to my 
being pregnant at 16 years old. I didn't know that what was 
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happening to me would make a child. I had no idea. That was in 
1976. So yes, I am an old lady now. I can easily see the damage 
this can cause. Of course I was blamed for this. But I was not told 
about relationships either, what a good one was or what a bad 
one was. I was sexually abused by my relations....so where do you 
think the damage really comes from? Had I had a good foundation 
in my own physical well being, and had had the choice to be wise 
then perhaps things would have been different for me. Rinpoche 
was never married I assume and never had a wife or children of 
his own. So from that point I raise a question to you. If you 
separate the body from the spiritual how then is the person to 
develop fully and have wisdom to look after themselves as well as 
their mind? They are not separate in this life as we know it. Of 
course in Buddhas teachings the self is something we cannot 
locate this is not what I mean. What I mean here is that they are 
connected as far as we are presently aware. So the physical well 
being of a child, and the knowledge of how to generally go about 
life and developing good relationships in a healthy way is 
ESSENTIAL to their spiritual health and benefits them greatly. It is 
the parents responsibly, however when they fail to do this then is 
when great suffering occurs. So please please be careful about this 
above statement. In many monasteries boys were beaten and 
raped. This is historically true yet no one speaks of this. Now there 
is a difference. His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama said in a 
teaching I attended once, pointing his finger at the monks when 
he said it. "If something is happening to the young boys, if abuse 
comes then you must report it, you must stop it and protect their 
minds and body from great harm. You are responsible." He was 
quite wrathful when he said this and I think his point was quite 
clear. So yes, my dear ones. We must attend to all aspects of life 
while we are as yet unenlightened, we protect the body and care 
for this by education, and gently speaking about how good 
relationships can and do occur. We attend to the mind and 
nurture this with the teachings of the great masters. Then and 
only then can we begin to untie the knots of suffering in our lives. 
 
[4] Only a partnership of a man and a woman who both avoid 
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sexual misconduct and adultery can be seen as a true marriage. 
 
The teachings of Buddha clearly state out sexual misconduct in 
the form of holding vows. So what you say above is partly true. 
However, I would be very careful in involving yourselves in 
validating marriages. This is not your business as a buddhist 
group. Are you getting involved in political matters, or are you 
teaching the dharma?  Are you going to monitor this in some way 
to ensure that men and women have no tendencies you 
disapprove of? How fare will you take this matter? What I would 
suggest is that you stick with what Buddha says about sexual 
misconduct and leave it at that. The rest of the explanation about 
your approval or disapproval of marriages is not therefore 
necessary and shows a lack of compassion. We correct behavior by 
gentle and loving actions. Not by dictatorial methodologies. 
Buddha didn't do this, he was kind and a gentle loving father. He 
instructed and showed reasons why certain things would harm or 
help us. To abide by his words would be best I think. 
 
[5] Faithful people shall make efforts to make social life better. 
 
This is very vague. How will they active this. Who are Faithful 
people? That could be anyone. Social life? To be honest this one 
really has little meaning to a person first looking at it. So come 
clarity is needed. Making social life better is great generally 
speaking, but it needs to be in line with Buddhas teachings on 
how that is achieved.   
 
[6] We shall not applause to a free choice of any person if this choice 
leads to evil deeds, words, or thoughts. We shall counteract this 
choice. 
 
Applause? Approve those who chose evil deeds perhaps? You shall 
counteract? How? I work with inmates, some of them on death 
row. These men reach out as their minds are very confused. They 
have been hurt again and again, and in turn they harmed others. 
This is a mistake. In Buddha dharma this word of "sin" does not 
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exist. Evil deeds are habits of the mind, and these tendencies can 
be very strong in any of us. All it takes is for the right causes and 
conditions to arise and there you are in a bad situation. Would 
you then think that your choice to do wrong should be forcibly 
counteracted by others? Or remain unforgiving. It seems a bit 
harsh the way this is written. Again it just might be the translation 
that needs working. We all have the same tenancies in this life. 
You and me could both at any time be provoked in such a way 
that we do great harm. It is up to our karma that we have created 
over many life times. Our actions we take may be due to an ill 
mind. Many men and women in prison are very sick. In fact if you 
look closer we all have the same illness,.....the afflictions. So what 
can you do about it? Do you turn away, do you reject the ones 
who have made these mistakes. These people are your family. 
They are your own brothers and sisters, your children, your 
mothers and fathers. Who will you choose to reject? I would ask 
you to consider this wording of this one very carefully so clearly 
show that out of compassion and kindness for one anther that 
your actions will be based in helping that person lead a better life 
and not reject them. If you are speaking about talking negatively 
and protesting something that is wrong in this life again from a 
political standpoint, while it is not appropriate for monastics to do 
this, lay persons can do this and should stand up for others who 
are being abused and see that they are protected. However it 
should never, ever be done from the standpoint of anger and 
revenge. It should be something that is done carefully with strong 
words that help and do not harm. It is very difficult to achieve this 
however it can be accomplished. Watch your mind very carefully 
my friends, and you can help those who need you in a wonderful 
way. 
 
[7] Religion still may gain back its spiritual and social influence if 
had once. 
 
Buddhadharma is not a religion, it is a way of living. It is much 
more than a simple religious practice you do once on a Sunday 
afternoon and then forget about it for the rest of the week. On 
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waking you take refuge and mean it. You wake with the mind of 
Bodhisattva. If you all do this how amazing! How powerful! There 
would be nothing you could not accomplish! We are in a 
degenerate age. This is true. I have seen Geshes getting drunk, 
married to two wives. I have seen nuns steal from me, I have had 
monks who have girlfriends and get visas from people then run off 
elsewhere never to teach the dharma. Yet there are those, the rare 
few who truly love Buddha and the dharma he taught. Buddha is 
like a father to me. Lama Tsongkhapa my dearest uncle. Atisha a 
wise administrator. Shantideva my poetic one. Tara my dear 
mothers. All of them I love with my whole heart as if they were 
really here in front of me. I know there are some nuns who are 
like me who feel this way, but in these days we are rare and 
struggle a great deal as the only ones who know our hearts are the 
ones gone to bliss. we are not going back to the past that is not 
possible. The past is gone. We cannot think of the future as it 
never arrives. As your statement shows you long for some 
influence that cannot be attained. What you should long for is 
enlightenment for all sentient beings. Work toward that by first 
tending to your own minds then you will have influence, you will 
have influence over your environment, your families, your friends 
in a very subtle way. This is the power you seek. The statement on 
the whole is not strange but perhaps the intent is not fully clear 
and always, always it should be aimed at the ending of suffering. 
May "I" be the cause of the ending of suffering for all beings. May 
"I" be the cause of their happiness that is free from suffering. This 
is what Tsongkhapa says and is our goal is it not? 
 
[8] No worldly power, institution, or regime may be regarded as a 
supreme ethical authority. Only Religion is a trustful source of 
knowledge of what is Good and what is Evil. 
 
Basically I do agree with this, but again we are dealing with 
Religion. What religion? Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism? You 
need to be very precise and specific. Buddha always was like this. 
He was never vague in what he taught. So perhaps 
"Buddhadharma is the truth, and the source for the knowledge".... 
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this I would agree to. 
 
The next bit is something what is good and evil......okay what do 
you think is good or evil. Too much chocolate cake, is that evil. 
Yes, to a diabetic it would be death to them. You and me who 
might not have diabetes it makes you fat. So it's bad to have too 
much. But a single piece of cake not too bad. It is about the 
middle way I am taking here. We all have good and bad in our 
minds. This is a fact. Buddha taught this and it is true. I do, you 
do, we all have these tenancies. So how do you define good and 
evil? There is the story of the Bodhisattva who had clairvoyance 
he was a ship captain. He knew a man was planning to kill all the 
crew. So he killed him himself to save the others lives. Was he 
good? Was he evil? He took upon himself the pain of the negative 
act that is true. But at the same time he saved many lives. 
 
Five years go I was living in Scotland. I worked for the NHS and 
had a good paying job. I had a three bedroom home and lived 
alone. I took my vows as a nun at Kopan in Nepal. All good right? 
Then I decided that I should sell my house and take all the money 
and build a hospital in Nepal? I took 85,000 and left the country. I 
was a little scared, but I was sure of my task. I successfully built 
Sunapati Bhawsa Charity Medial Center which opened for the first 
time just before the April earthquakes. We helped many villages 
and today it is still thriving. Venerable Palden a monk I had 
known for many years and I worked alone. No one helped. We 
received some donations from blessed people but not many. The 
government of Nepal looked the other way. It was so hard. So was 
this good? Or was it bad? Many times I was so alone, not knowing 
the language and many times I was very ill, nearly losing my life. 
Was this good? Was this bad? We had people steal supplies, and 
steal money from us. Good? Bad? Then I had to leave Nepal I 
would die if I stayed and visa's were impossible. The only way to 
stay there was to do something illegal so I had to leave. I had no 
home where would I go? Friends took me in but I have been 
moving ever since. Good? or Bad? I had to leave my Scotland, I 
cried about this and then came here to the USA. Here I have a 
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home and food but I live with people who are neglectful of me, I 
get paid no money and there is no medical so if I get sick there is 
a big problem. Good? or Bad? in order to survive at 56 I must go 
back to work, I am training myself in cloud based technology but 
no promise of a job when i finished the course, this will take me 
away from my dharma practice which makes my heart happy. 
Good or Bad? You see I see Good in ALL of this. It is what was 
meant to be. Yes, I was scared sometimes, I ran out of money and 
energy but I was happy in my heart. I was content with what I was 
doing. Scottish women are very strong indeed! HA! So my friends 
do be very careful, use your wisdom and compassion in balanced 
and equal measures. Too much compassion and it becomes a trap 
and you suffer, too much wisdom and no compassion your ego 
simply grows bigger and bigger again causing more suffering. So 
please try to balance the words you use to show the dharma intent 
clearly. You can be strong, you can be definite but remember what 
Shantideva said 
 
"For as long as beings remain, may I too remain to dispel the 
miseries of the world." 
 
This is sweet and clear and I firmly believe in this and act in 
accordance with this wonderful statement. The intent is 
compassion and wisdom, plus determination and fearlessness. 
This is how we should be toward one another, gently using the 
dharma to change our selves, and thereby changing the world 
around us. It is our view that is wrong, the world is impermanent. 
As long as we think it is permanent and real we will react in 
incorrect ways. Blessings to you for reaching out to the 
community I wish you great success my dear ones. You shall all be 
in my prayers.  If there is anything I can do to help you please ask, 
I will do my best to lend a hand if I can. 
 
Pray for me also, as my position here is impermanent it may be 
soon I must go elsewhere, one day I hope to be back in my UK 
home, but who knows....I go where Buddha sends me :-) 
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Humbly yours, may all be auspicious 
 
Venerable ******* ******* ******* 
USA Office - Liberation Prison Project 
PO Box ***** 
Raleigh, NC ***** 
(415) *** ****  
 
"May I become at all times, both now and forever, a protector for 
those without protection, a guide for those have lost their way, a 
ship for those with oceans to cross, a bridge for those with rivers 
to cross, a sanctuary for those in danger,a lamp for those without 
light, a place of refuge for those who lack shelter and a servant to 
all in need. -- His Holiness The Dalai Lama 
 

(OUR RESPONSE) 
 
from:  jetsongkapay@gmail.com  
to:  ****** ******* ****** *  

<*******@***********************.***> 
date:  Wed, Mar 15, 2017 at 12:51 PM 
subject: Re: Your 8 Credo's and commentary 
 
Ven. Teacher, 
 
we thank you very much for your sincere and very detailed 
response. We appreciate your independent and competent opinion 
very much, and we truly believe that such independent outer 
opinions will help the community in many ways. 
 
I believe that your opinion may to some extent be regarded as a 
'vote' for the second option ('These teachings... provide an 
independent way of Buddhist thought...' etc.) Please let us know if 
it is not so. 
 
Yours thankfully, 
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Christian Lauer 
director 
 

(THE SECOND EMAIL) 
 
from:   ****** ******* *******  

<*******@***********************.***> 
to:  Je Tsongkapay Ling <jetsongkapay@gmail.com> 
date:  Wed, Mar 15, 2017 at 5:17 AM 
subject: Re: Your 8 Credo's and commentary 
 
The second option would not be definite for me to make that 
statement. 
I think "I don't know" would be my choice as I do not know what 
you mean by "Independent Buddhist Thought", independent of 
what exactly would be my query. So this would not be my choice.  
Thank you very kindly. 
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(E) NEPAL, MARCH 15, 2017 
 
from:   ****** Gompa & Retreat Project  

<***********@*****.com> 
to:   Je Tsongkapay Ling <jetsongkapay@gmail.com> 
date:   Wed, Mar 15, 2017 at 4:23 PM 
subject:  Re: Request for Your Competent Opinion 
 
Dear Christian Lauer 
Tashi Delek 
 
Thank you for your e-mail. Firstly, I heartily extend congratulate 
you for appointed as the director of Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist 
College. I wish for your successful tenure. "High post comes with 
high responsibility" so it is not easy work, please be concentrate 
toward your responsibility. Prayers for your success. You have to 
devote your all time to the college which will helps/benifits a lot 
of people who are there for study and they will transfer their 
knowledge to other. It is very holy and responsible work so be 
dedicated to your job with your big heart. 
 
Thank you. 
  
Regards, 
****** ****** 
Director 
****** Gompa & Retreat Center  
Kathmandu Tel No. ***** *******  
Cell No.***** ********** 
www.******.com 
****** Gompa is a member of FPMT International.  
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(F) THE NETHERLANDS, MARCH 16, 2017 

 
Van:   Je Tsongkapay Ling  

[mailto:khenpokyosang@gmail.com] 
Verzonden:  donderdag 16 maart 2017 12:45 
Aan:   *******@******.eu 
Onderwerp:  Request for Your Competent Opinion 
 
Dear Dharma friend, 
 
Thank you for your mail. It is a good and brave act, in case of 
doubt, to consult other members of the Sangha. 
 
I express my personal opinion, and do not speak from any position 
of authority. I have been a student of Dharma for more than 40 
years, and am responsible for the the running of a small 
Dharmacentre here in the Hague. However, I do not profess to 
have any learnedness or even to be a good Dharma practitioner. I 
just hope my reaction will be of any use to you. 
 
Here is my reaction: 
 
1. ‘to declare an Independent Buddhist Tradition’ is, in my opinion 
totally unnecessary, and only causes more problems. Independent 
from what of whom? From the Buddha ? Wisdom is to understand 
that institutions and structures are only means to an end and not 
end in themselves. The Buddhist faith allows for difference of 
opinion and open debate about the differences. 
 
2. As to the 8 points, according to my understanding of Dharma, I 
think they are correct. What is happening here is that by 
expressing these so explicitly one exposes clearly the difference 
with so-called liberal and ‘politically correct’ views and values that 
are quite mainstream nowadays. Each point may need further 
argumentation or explanation, but, as such, I see them as correct. 
I suspect that Ven. Khenpo Kyosang Rinpoche felt the need to 
express these, because he saw other lama’s around him, too easily 
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going along with the ‘politically correct’ and liberal views of today. 
Indeed, to make Buddhist viewpoints effective in this modern 
world we need a lot of skill. It is probably easier to ‘reform’ a cruel 
king like Ashoka, then to reform the nice-sounding values of 
liberal, social and democratic society. Although the dire results are 
all too obvious to see, the fundament of their faults are more 
hidden,. Of course, there is also some good in modern societies. 
 
3. However, whether it is helpful to put up these 8 points as some 
kind of code and thereby create again some other ‘politically 
correctness’ and emphasizing a hard distinction between the own 
group and others, I very much doubt. One can discuss these points 
— if and when appropriate — but should give space to the fact 
that each individual needs to go through his own process of 
understanding and accepting the what and why of these 
statements. 
 
4. then finally, I found especially the first statement very true and 
insightful, and I am concretely working on the 7th point, trying to 
fundamentally change people’s view on economy and economic 
policy. My views do, indeed,  aspire to increase the influence (the 
might and power) of the Buddhist Wisdom and Compassion, 
without, however, ever once mentioning the word ‘Buddhism.’ 
 
Wish you much wisdom to decide the path forward, 
 
And best Dharma wishes, 
 
Ms. ** **** 
  
Rabten Jigme Ling 
 
*********** ** 
2515 BR Den Haag 
T. 070-******* / 06- *** ** *** 
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(G) THE NETHERLANDS, MARCH 17, 2017 

 
Onderwerp:  Request for Your Competent Opinion 
Datum:  Wed, 15 Mar 2017 21:16:37 +0300 
Van:   Je Tsongkapay Ling <jetsongkapay@gmail.com> 
Aan:   ******@********.nl 
 
Re: Request for Your Competent Opinion 
 
Dear Mr. Lauer, 
 
* ******* *** ******* **** ********* ** *** ******** *** ***** 
****. ******** *** ****** *** **** ******* **** ***, ** **** ** 
********* ** *** **** ******** ** *** ***** *********, *** 
********* ** ******* ******** ** *******.19 
 
Kind regards, 
 
******* ** *****, directeur 
 
******** Instituut 
******** *** 
 
7371 GE ****** 
 
Phone +31 (0)55 ******* 
Mobile +31 (0)6 ******** 
e-mail   *******@*******.nl 
internet   www.********.nl 
 
Algemeen Voorbehoud: De informatie verzonden in dit e-mail 
bericht is uitsluitend bestemd voor de geadresseerde. Gebruik van 
deze informatie door anderen dan de geadresseerde is verboden. 

                                                
19 The email advised us to present our question to His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama. We cannot disclose the text of the email because of a special 
disclaimer placed after the text (see the next page). Valerie Lambert 
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Openbaarmaking, vermenigvuldiging, verspreiding en/of 
verstrekking van deze informatie aan derden is niet toegestaan. 
De inhoud van dit e-mailbericht bereikt u via internet. Het is 
derhalve niet uitgesloten dat onbevoegden hiervan kennis hebben 
genomen of de verzonden informatie hebben gemanipuleerd. 
Voordat enige handeling wordt ondernomen of wordt nagelaten 
op basis van de bovenvermelde informatie moet de inhoud van 
het bericht te allen tijde geverifieerd worden. Het e-mail verkeer 
via internet garandeert geen vertrouwelijkheid. Het Maitreya 
Instituut kan niet aansprakelijk worden gehouden voor eventuele 
gevolgen voortvloeiend uit het gebruik van externe e-mail via 
internet. Alle aan het ******** Instituut verstrekte opdrachten 
zijn onderworpen aan haar algemene voorwaarden, gedeponeerd 
bij de Kamer van Koophandel te Amsterdam onder nummer KVK 
********. 
 
The information contained in this communication is confidential 
and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the use of 
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed and others 
authorised to receive it. If you are not the intended recipient you 
are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is 
strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you are not the 
intended recipient please contact the sender by reply email and 
destroy all copies of the original message and any attachments. 
******** is neither liable for the proper and complete 
transmission of the information contained in this communication 
nor for any delay in its receipt.   
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(H) RUSSIA, MARCH 28, 201720 

 
from:  * <*******@**.ru> 
to:  ludwigroemer@freenet.de 
date:  28 March 2017 at 04:05 
subject: Re: Der Brief aus dem OHHDL 
 
Lieber Ludwig, 
 
unten ist die besagte Antwort aus dem Buero von S.H. dem Dalai 
Lama, die ich im November 2016 erhalten habe. 
 
Diese Antwort ist vielmehr eine Ausweichung als etwas anderes. 
Das Buero der S.H. des Dalai Lamas mag Gruende haben, die 
Lehre von Kyosang Rinpoche weder oeffentlich zu kritisieren, 
noch oeffentlich zu billigen. Deswegen diese Antwort, die 
eigentlich nicht auf die gestellte Frage antwortet und nichts sagt. 
 
Meiner Meinung nach gibt es weder in der Lehre von Kyosang 
Rinpoche, noch in den "Acht Richtlinien" nichts, das den 
traditionellen Texten der Gelugpa-Tradition widersprechen 
wuerde. Wenn man aber diese Lehre und Weltanschauung 
akzeptiert, muss man weiter gehen und sagen, dass viele moderne 
Lehrer der Gelugpa-Tradition zu tolerant sind und zu sehr dem 
liberalen Mainstream folgen, was der eigentlichen Lehre Buddhas 
schadet. Ob es Sinn hat, diese Tatsache oeffentlich zu erklaeren 
und damit sich dem Mainstream als Einzelkaempfer 
gegenueberzusetzen, weiss ich natuerlich nicht und kann es leider 
nicht bestimmen. 
 
Mit herzlichen Gruessen, 
 
                                                
20 In October 2014 I had a long conversation with the author of this 
email, who regards himself as a true disciple of Kyosang Rinpoche. This 
conversation resulted in my approval of his wish to send a private 
enquiry to the Office of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, which he did only 
in 2015. Ludwig Roemer  
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***** *********21 
 

                                                
21 Dear Ludwig, 
 
below ist the [above] mentioned response from the Office of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama that I have received in November 2016. 
 
This response is more an avoidance [of answering my question] than 
anything else. The Office of His Holiness the Dalai Lama might have 
reasons neither to criticize the teaching of Kyosang Rinpoche nor to 
approve it publicly. Therefore this answer which does not answer to 
[my] question and which does not say anything.   
 
There is, to my opinion, neither in the teaching of Kyosang Rinpoche nor 
in the Eight Moral Guidelines anything that contradicts the traditional 
texts of the Gelug tradition. But if one accepts this teaching and this 
worldview, one also has to go further and to say that many 
contemporary teachers of the Gelug tradition are too tolerant and follow 
the liberal mainstream [of thought] too far, and this does harm to the 
very teaching of the Buddha. To be sure, I do not know and cannot 
determine if it has any sense to proclaim this fact publicly and to become 
an opponent of the mainstream [of thought] as an individual fighter.  
 
With cordial greetings, 
 
***** *********  
 
Translated by Valerie Lambert 
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(I) INDIA, NOVEMBER 19, 201622 

 
-------- Forwarded message -------- 
From:   *************@dalailama.com 
To:   *******@**.ru 
Date:   Saturday, November 19, 2016, 12:33 UTC 
Subject:  Fwd: Question to H.H.D.L. or any teacher  

authorized to answer such questions 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
This refers to your email regarding Khenpo Kyosang Rinpoche. 
I regret that we've no idea about his background. Hope you will 
understand. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
****** *. ********** 
Secretary 

                                                
22 This email was quoted in the previous one, this is why we place it 
here. Valerie Lambert 
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(J) USA, APRIL 5, 2017 
 
from:  ******* *. ********* <***********@gmail.com> 
to:  Je Tsongkapay Ling  

<khenpokyosang@gmail.com> 
date:  5 April 2017 at 07:06 
subject: Re: Request for Your Competent Opinion 
 
Dear Christian Lauer,  
 
Sorry it has taken so long to respond to your request.  
 
Buddhist teaching on Ethics and Guidelines for proper behavior of 
human beings is based on one simple directive. Do No Harm. This 
directive is universal, transcending culture, social interpretations 
etc.  
 
That Khenpo Kyosang Rinpoche created the guidelines that he did 
align with this most fundamental directive. In Buddhist teachings, 
we have this concept of taking Vows, or Samaya. Very important 
to keep samaya. There is an energy, a presence that is generated 
when one keeps their vows. Householders and monks both take 
vows. Where a monk takes a vow of sexual abstinence, for 
example, a householder takes the vow to do no harm in their 
sexual activity. Don't hurt yourself or anyone else. Quite straight 
forward. Simple.  
 
I have no particular comments on any single credo.  
 
As to the question of striving to be aligned with HH Dalai Lama, 
the Gelugpas, or to create your own School of Buddhist teachings, 
I would support you creating your own, and having HH Dalai 
Lama give his blessings to it.   
 
Hey, I would love to come to the school as share Open Heart 
Meditation with the staff and the students.  
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Blessings. Love to you all.  
 
Blessings on your school and all it's Dharma Activities.  
 
Lama ******* ***** ******* 
 
** ******** ***** 
***********, NC ***** 
 



 

 

13. PETITION BY DR. ANNA SCHULTHESS 
 
 
 

TO PROCLAIM A NEW INDEPENDENT EUROPEAN SUB-SCHOOL OF THE 

TIBETAN BUDDHIST GELUG TRADITION
23 

 
We, the faithful disciples of Ven. Khenpo Kyosang, now address a 
petition to Mr. Ludwig Roemer, President of the Academic Board 
of Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College, and to Mr. Christian 
Lauer, Chairman of the Board of Directors of Je Tsongkapay Ling 
Buddhist College, being a community of Kyosang Rinpoche’s 
followers with open membership, and ask both persons 
 
to proclaim a new independent European sub-school of the 
Tibetan Buddhist Gelug tradition, by name of ‘Auld Vertuus 
School’ or any other name disciples of Ven. Kyosang Rinpoche 
may choose at their meeting. 
 
Our arguments are as follows: 
 
1. The Central Tibetan Administration does nor care for needs of 
the European disciples of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, and His 
Holiness is not informed about their needs as it follows from their 
letters being unanswered and from other such facts. 
 
The administration of Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College has sent two 
official enquiries to the Office of His Holiness the Dalai Lama. Both 
enquiries referred to spiritual and most urgent questions. None of them 
was answered. 
 
Directors of Dharma centers, affiliated with Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist 
College, and several disciples of Ven. Kyosang Rinpoche as individuals 

                                                
23 This petition was started by Dr. Anna Schulthess on change.org (see 
https://www.change.org/p/to-proclaim-a-new-independent-sub-school-
of-the-buddhist-gelug-tradition-auld-vertuus-school) on March 15, 2017, 
and has received fifteen signatures. Valerie Lambert 
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have sent to the Central Tibetan Administration four official or private 
enquiries, concerning the spiritual heritage of Ven. Kyosang Rinpoche 
and other spiritual matters. (We only mention the cases that were 
reported to us.) 
 
Only two on them were answered, and answered in a manner which 
avoided any distinct and definite statement, affirmative or negative, and 
detached His Holiness the Dalai Lama or His Office from any 
responsibility for spiritual needs of His Western followers.  
 
2. The European Buddhists of the Gelug tradition badly need 
competent European Buddhist teachers of Western origin, not 
their substitutes as ‘Dharma center presidents,’ ‘kalyanamitras,’ 
‘persons in charge,’ ‘meditation instructors’ etc. 
 
American, European, and Australian Dharma centers of today are often 
run by laypersons of Western origin who have received Buddhist 
education and/or authorization to run a center from a Tibetan Buddhist 
teacher. Such persons are usually in charge of all religious activities of 
the centers, and are called ‘kalyanamitras,’ or ‘meditation instructors.’  
 
The important point is that no one regards such persons as true Buddhist 
teachers. The result is that kalyanamitras do engage in professional 
religious activities and at the same time detach (or are detached in 
public opinion) from responsibility for their teachings or individual 
spiritual recommendations, given to other members of their Sangha, as 
they always may state that they are ‘not teachers.’ To say it in other 
words, any kalyanamitra acts and is seen as a competent clergyman in 
any case he or she prefers to ‘enjoy his or her rights,’ and proclaims his 
or her inability to be a religious professional in any case he or she wants 
to reject any considerable responsibility for his or her actions. 
 
We believe that this state of affairs is not a normal one and must come to 
an end either by establishing a regular method of recognizing new 
Buddhist teachers or by ascribing more responsibility to the ‘Western 
Buddhist lay clergy’ and laying universal guidelines for kalyanamitras’ 
activities. 
 
3. There is nowadays no generally accepted method of recognizing 
and ordaining new Western Buddhist teachers, and the Central 
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Tibetan Administration does not show its willingness to create 
such a method. Nor is it capable of doing it, being an 
administration of the Tibetan nation. 
 
This point may be left without commentary. Indeed, wishing the leader 
of the Tibetan nation to determine the details of religious proceedings in 
Western countries is quite strange a thing. To believe that any person in 
Tibet or India, however saintly and even holy this person may be, can be 
made responsible for development of Buddhism and Buddhist 
organizations in Western countries is, to our humble opinion, an 
aberration of mind. 
 
4. According to the teachings of Ven. Kyosang Rinpoche (see 
Chapter ‘Democracy’ of his book Snow Lion Faces Europe), any 
religious community may elect its own teacher if the members of 
the community are capable of finding criteria of his or her 
spiritual assessment. 
 
The mentioned place goes as follows. 
 
‘One year ago, my opinion was asked on whether a lama may be elected by members 
of a religious community from themselves and so become community leader. He or 
she surely may be. A ‘lama’ is just a word, a conventional one, there is no such thing 
as ‘lamaness’ which exists independently and by its own way, somewhere in the air 
or in the sky. You may elect each lama you want. But are you sure he or she will be 
a good one? 
 
How can you become sure of it? There is only one way of finding a good lama: the 
feeling that you do get better by following his recommendations.’ 
 
[Rinpoche, K. (2017). Snow Lion Faces Europe. 2nd ed. Saarbrücken: Lulu 
Enterpises, p. 36.] 
 
5. These criteria are already laid in Lamrim Chenmo by Je 
Tsongkapa, the great book our deceased teacher valued so much. 
 
The qualities of a teacher to be relied upon are named and explained in 
the Great Treatise on the Stages to the Path for Enlightenment, or Lamrim 
Chenmo, written by Je Tsongkhapa, the founder of the Gelug tradition. 
Below is the quotation which lists them. 
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‘Rely on a Mahayana teacher who is disciplined, serene, thoroughly pacified; 
Has good qualities surpassing those of the students; has a wealth of scriptural 
knowledge;  
Possesses loving concern; has thorough knowledge or reality and skill in instructing 
disciples; 
And has abandoned dispiritedness.’ 24 
 
[] 
 
6. We go further and believe that a council of Western Buddhist 
teachers may also elect their supreme head or, otherwise, may 
take all needed decisions needed to for existence of an 
independent Buddhist tradition and its propagation. 
 
No statement or saying by His Holiness the Dalai Lama contradicts this 
idea, and there are quotations from His speeches which seem to prove it, 
as is shown below. 
 
‘For thousands of years people have been led to believe that only an authoritarian 
organization employing rigid disciplinary methods could govern human society. 
However, because people have an innate desire for freedom, the forces of liberty and 
oppression have been in continuous conflict throughout history. Today, it is clear 
which is winning. The emergence of peoples' power movements, overthrowing 
dictatorships of left and right, has shown indisputably that the human race can 
neither tolerate nor function properly under tyranny.’ 25 
 
‘Without any apparent centralized authority Buddhism has endured for more than 
two thousand five hundred years. It has flourished in a diversity of forms, while 
repeatedly renewing, through study and practice, its roots in the teachings of the 
Buddha. This kind of pluralistic approach, in which individuals themselves are 
responsible, is very much in accord with a democratic outlook.’ 26 
 

                                                
24 Tsong-Kha-Pa. (2000). The Great Treatise on the Stages to the Path for 
Enlightenment. Volume One. Ithaca, New York: Snow Lion Publications, p. 71. 
25 Gyatso, T. (H.H. Dalai Lama the 14th) (1993). Buddhism and Democracy. 
[online] His Holiness the 14th Dalai lama of Tibet. Available at: 
http://www.dalailama.com/messages/buddhism/buddhism-and-democracy 
[Accessed 4. Apr. 2017]. 
26 Gyatso, T. (H.H. Dalai Lama the 14th) (1993). Buddhism and Democracy. 
[online] His Holiness the 14th Dalai lama of Tibet. Available at: 
http://www.dalailama.com/messages/buddhism/buddhism-and-democracy 
[Accessed 4. Apr. 2017]. 
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‘The institution the Buddha established was the Sangha or monastic community, 
which functioned on largely democratic lines. (…) Within the community decisions 
were taken by vote and differences were settled by consensus. Thus, the Sangha 
served as a model for social equality, sharing of resources and democratic process.’ 27 
 
7. Establishing a sub-school of the Gelug tradition, independent 
from the Central Tibetan Administration or Tibetan spiritual 
authorities, would therefore be in a perfect accordance with 
teachings of Ven. Kyosang Rinpoche, and would not contradict to 
convictions and ideas of His Holiness the Dalai Lama. 
 
See commentary on the next point. 
 
8. We, the European Buddhist of the Gelug tradition, shall decide 
our own destiny and take responsibility upon ourselves, as it fully 
complies with spiritual recommendations that our deceased 
teachers used to give us. 
 
And there is no other way for the European followers of the Gelug 
tradition to do it as to establish a sub-school of the Gelug tradition, 
independent from the Central Tibetan Administration or from Tibetan 
spiritual authorities. This independence may be a crucial condition for 
Sangha in Western countries to function ‘on largely democratic lines.’ 
 

THE END OF THE DOCUMENT 
 

                                                
27 Gyatso, T. (H.H. Dalai Lama the 14th) (1993). Buddhism and Democracy. 
[online] His Holiness the 14th Dalai lama of Tibet. Available at: 
http://www.dalailama.com/messages/buddhism/buddhism-and-democracy 
[Accessed 4. Apr. 2017]. 



 

 

14. MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 
of Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College 

 
GENERAL MEETING — APRIL 3, 2017 

 
Meeting notice sent on March 19, 2017, to all members. 
 
Mr. Christian Lauer has chaired the meeting. Ms. Valerie Lambert 
was its secretary. 
 
Members present:  
 
Anna Schulthess 
Christian Lauer 
****** ******** 
Ludwig Roemer 
********** ************ 
Valerie Lambert 
 
Members that have given their proxy notices to other 
members:  
 
***** ******* 
********* ***** 
***** ***** 
 
The quorum is present. 
 
Agenda (as in the meeting notice sent to the members) 
 
1. Are teachings of the deceased Kyosang Rinpoche and especially his 
posthumous credo (the Eight Moral Guidelines given above) in agreement 
with traditional scriptures and teachings of the Gelug school of the 
Tibetan Buddhism? (yes/no) 
 
2. Do they provide an independent way of Buddhist thought which way 
has nothing (or little) in common with the scriptures of the Gelug school 
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and may be regarded as a basis for an independent Buddhist 
community? (yes/no) 
 
3. Shall a new independent European sub-school of the Tibetan Buddhist 
Gelug tradition be created? (yes/no) 
 
4. Shall the new independent European sub-school of the Tibetan 
Buddhist Gelug tradition accept the Eight Moral Guidelines, formerly 
elaborated by Kyosang Rinpoche’s disciples, and rely on them? (yes/no) 
 
5. What shall be the name of the school? 
 
6.  Who shall be elected as the spiritual director of the new sub-school? 
 
Reading of Agenda 

 
Motion: To approve the agenda for April 3, 2017 
Vote: Motion carried 
Resolved: Agenda for the meeting on April 3, 2017, approved 
without modification 

 
Business 
 
In order to receive competent opinions on the first and the second 
question,  Mr. Christian Lauer in his capacity as the chairman of 
the board of directors had formerly sent an open letter, which 
requested for competent opinions of Buddhist teachers, to all 
Buddhist centers of the Gelug lineage that are listed in the World 
Buddhist Directory on the http://www.buddhanet.info/wbd/ 
website and in the directory of PMT centers and study groups on 
the http://fptm.org/centers website. 
 
The board of directors has received nine28 responses from 
Buddhist teachers, three from them being from the USA, two from 

                                                
28 The last response arrived after the date of the meeting and was not 
counted. Valerie Lambert 



MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING   88. 
the Netherlands, one from Germany, one from Nepal, one from 
Russia, and one from the Office of His Holiness the Dalai Lama. 
 
Answers to the first and the second question, given by competent 
Buddhist teachers, greatly varied, as is shown hereunder. 
 
‘Teachings of Kyosang Rinpoche are in agreement with traditional 
scriptures and teachings of the Gelug school’ – 2 
 
‘Teachings of Kyosang Rinpoche have nothing (or little) in common with 
traditional scriptures and teachings of the Gelug school’ – 1  
 
‘I do not know’ – 3 
 
No definite statement – 3 (including the response from the Office of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama) 
 
Mr. Christian Lauer has informed the general meeting of the 
responses to his open letter, received by the Board of Directors 
from Buddhist teachers worldwide (see above). It was resolved to 
take these results into consideration. 
 
Mr. Valerie Lambert has also informed the general meeting of the 
results of a poll on Facebook, which she has started on her own 
initiative. The results of the poll were as follows. 
 
‘Teachings of Kyosang Rinpoche are in agreement with traditional 
scriptures and teachings of the Gelug school’ – 3 
 
‘Teachings of Kyosang Rinpoche have little in common with traditional 
scriptures and teachings of the Gelug school’ – 1 
 
As it was not possible to find out with certainty whether the votes 
in the poll were submitted by competent Buddhist teachers or not, 
it was resolved not to take the results of the poll on Facebook into 
consideration. 
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Ms. Anna Schulthess has expressed her opinion on why an 
independent Buddhist sub-school of the Buddhist Gelug tradition 
shall be created, which is given hereunder. 
 
1. The Central Tibetan Administration does nor care for needs of the 
European disciples of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, and His Holiness is not 
informed about their needs as it follows from their letters being unanswered 
and from other such facts. 
 
2. The European Buddhists of the Gelug tradition badly need competent 
European Buddhist teachers of Western origin, not their substitutes as 
‘Dharma center presidents,’ ‘kalyanamitras,’ ‘persons in charge’, ‘meditation 
instructors’ etc. 
 
3. There is nowadays no generally accepted method of recognizing and 
ordaining new Western Buddhist teachers, and the Central Tibetan 
Administration does not show its willingness to create such a method. Nor is 
it capable of doing it, being an administration of Tibetans. 
 
4. According to the teachings of Ven. Kyosang Rinpoche (see Chapter 
‘Democracy’ of his book Snow Lion Faces Europe), any religious community 
may elect its own teacher if the members of the community are capable of 
finding criteria of his or her spiritual assessment. 
 
5. These criteria are already laid in Lamrim Chenmo by Je Tsongkapa, the 
great book our deceased teacher valued so much. 
 
6. A council of Western Buddhist teachers may also elect their supreme head 
or, otherwise, may take all needed decisions needed to for existence of an 
independent Buddhist tradition and its propagation. 
 
7. Creating an independent sub-school of the Gelug tradition would 
therefore be in a perfect accordance with teachings of Ven. Kyosang 
Rinpoche. 
 
8. The European Buddhist of the Gelug tradition, shall decide their own 
destiny and take responsibility upon ourselves, as it fully complies with 
spiritual recommendations our deceased teachers used to give us. 
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She has also informed the general meeting of the fact that her 
petition ‘To Proclaim A New Independent Sub-School of the Buddhist 
Gelug Tradition,’ placed on the http://change.org website (see 
https://www.change.org/p/to-proclaim-a-new-independent-sub-
school-of-the-buddhist-gelug-tradition-auld-vertuus-school) was 
signed by fifteen supporters. 
 
As no one wanted to express further opinions, the meeting has 
proceeded to the questions, given in the agenda. 
 
1. Motion from Christian Lauer: to determine that the teachings of 
the deceased Kyosang Rinpoche and especially his posthumous 
credo (the Eight Moral Guidelines given above) are in perfect 
agreement with Lamrim Chenmo by Je Tsongkhapa, the founder of 
the Gelug school. 
Vote: 7 in favour, 1 against, 1 abstain. 
Resolved: motion carried, the teachings of the deceased Kyosang 
Rinpoche and especially his posthumous credo (the Eight Moral 
Guidelines given above) are recognized to be in perfect agreement 
with Lamrim Chenmo by Je Tsongkhapa, the founder of the Gelug 
school. 
 
2. Motion from ***** *****: to recognize that several Buddhist 
teachers may hold different opinions on this subject. 
Vote: Motion carried. 
Resolved: Motion carried. 
 
3. Motion from Anna Schulthess: to establish an independent 
Buddhist sub-school of the Tibetan Gelug tradition, relying on the 
teachings of Kyosang Rinpoche and Lamrim Chenmo by Je 
Tsongkhapa, and (for all members of Je Tsongkapay Ling 
Buddhist College) to proclaim themselves as its first followers. 
Vote: 5 in favour, 2 against, 2 abstain. 
Resolved: Motion carried, an independent Buddhist sub-school of 
the Tibetan Gelug tradition, relying on the teachings of Kyosang 
Rinpoche and Lamrim Chenmo by Je Tsongkapa, is established, 
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members of Je Tsongkapay Ling Buddhist College have 
proclaimed themselves as their first followers. 
 
4. Motion from Anna Schulthess: the name of the new sub-school 
shall be AULD VERTUUS SCHOOL (which refers to the ‘virtuous 
school,’ or the Gelug tradition). 
Vote: 5 in favour, 1 against, 3 abstain. 
Resolved: Motion carried, the name of the new sub-school shall be 
AULD VERTUUS SCHOOL, which name refers the ‘virtuous 
school,’ or the Gelug tradition. 
 
5. Motion from Valerie Lambert: AULD VERTUUS SCHOOL shall 
accept the Eight Moral Guidelines, formerly elaborated by Kyosang 
Rinpoche’s disciples, and rely on them. 
Vote: 8 in favour, 1 abstain. 
Resolved: Motion carried, AULD VERTUUS SCHOOL shall accept 
the Eight Moral Guidelines, formerly elaborated by Kyosang 
Rinpoche’s disciples, and rely on them. 
 
6. Motion form Valerie Lambert: to recognize that AULD 
VERTUUS SCHOOL does not oppose itself to other Buddhist 
teachers of the Gelug tradition (it neither opposes itself to the 
Gelug tradition as a whole) and sees them as true and trustful 
teachers as long as their teachings and activities are in accordance 
with the teachings of Je Tsongkhapa and the Eight Moral 
Guidelines. 
Vote: motion carried. 
Resolved: motion carried, AULD VERTUUS SCHOOL does not 
oppose itself to other Buddhist teachers of the Gelug tradition (it 
neither opposes itself to the Gelug tradition as a whole) and sees 
them as true and trustful teachers as long as their teachings and 
activities are in accordance with the teachings of Je Tsongkhapa 
and the Eight Moral Guidelines. 
 
7. Motion from Anna Schulthess: to elect Anna Schulthess, being 
one of the closest disciples of Kyosang Rinpoche, as the spiritual 
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director and the locum lineage holder of AULD VERTUUS 
SCHOOL. 
Vote: 2 in favour, 6 against, 1 abstain. 
Resolved: motion failed. 
 
8. Motion from Valerie Lambert: to elect Mr. Ludwig Roemer, 
being a Buddhist teacher, as the spiritual director and the locum 
lineage holder of AULD VERTUUS SCHOOL. 
Vote: 6 in favour, 2 against, 1 abstain. 
Resolved: motion carried, Mr. Ludwig Roemer elected as the 
spiritual director and the locum lineage holder of AULD VERTUUS 
SCHOOL. 
 
9. Motion from Valerie Lambert: to establish the Council of 
teachers as the supreme spiritual body of the new sub-school. 
Vote: 5 in favour, 2 against, 2 abstain. 
Resolved: motion carried, the Council of teachers established as 
the supreme spiritual body of the new sub-school. 
 
10. Motion from Christian Lauer: to recognize that any Buddhist 
center, community, group, monastery, or Buddhist teacher may 
from now on join AULD VERTUUS SCHOOL and proclaim its 
following this tradition. 
Vote: 5 in favour, 2 against, 2 abstain. 
Resolved: Motion carried, any Buddhist center, community, group, 
monastery, or Buddhist teacher may from now on join AULD 
VERTUUS SCHOOL and proclaim its following this tradition. 
 
11. Motion from Anna Schulthess: to recognize that any Buddhist 
Center, community, group, or monastery, that declares its joining 
AULD VERTUUS SCHOOL, may recognize any faithful Buddhist as 
a Buddhist teacher in the event the person has qualities of a true 
Buddhist teacher, which are laid in Lamrim Chenmo by Je 
Tsongkhapa. 
Vote: 5 in favour, 3 against, 1 abstain. 
Resolved: Motion carried, any Buddhist Center, community, 
group, or monastery, that declares its joining AULD VERTUUS 
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SCHOOL, may recognize any faithful Buddhist as a Buddhist 
teachers in the event the person truly has qualities of a true 
Buddhist teacher, which are laid in Lamrim Chenmo by Je 
Tsongkhapa. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:15 pm. 
 
 
Chairman 
 
 
 
Secretary 



 

 

15. STATEMENT OF THE LOCUM LINEAGE HOLDER 
 

auld vertuus school 
 

locum lineage holder 
 

Email: auldvertuusschool@gmail.com 
MB #9738 • PO BOX 480 • Sevenoaks 

Kent • TN13 9JY • United Kingdom 
 
April 4, 2017 

STATEMENT 
of the locum lineage holder 

 
Dear friends in Dharma, 
 
as you all know, I have never, until yesterday, seriously 
considered the establishment of a new sub-school of the Tibetan 
Gelug tradition, and I have never, until yesterday, found it 
necessary.  
 
The united wish of the disciples of our deceased teacher, which 
was aired at the meeting of Kyosang Rinpoche’s disciples, made 
me change my mind.  
 
I have been, and I am still afraid of creating a new schism within 
the Buddhist community, which schism might be caused by 
establishing a new sub-school. This is why I appreciate so much 
the motion by Valerie Lambert to recognize ‘that AULD VERTUUS 
SCHOOL does not oppose itself to other Buddhist teachers of the 
Gelug tradition (it neither opposes itself to the Gelug tradition as a 
whole) and sees them as true and trustful teachers as long as their 
teachings and activities are in accordance with the teachings of Je 
Tsongkhapa and the Eight Moral Guidelines,’ which motion was 
finally carried by the meeting of Kyosang Rinpoche’s disciples. 
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However true my fears may be, I now clearly realize that my 
further disagreement with the idea of establishing a new sub-
school and my fears to cause a schism in potentia may lead to a 
schism among the followers of our deceased teacher in actu. 
 
I now believe that all followers of Khenpo Kyosang Rinpoche, 
and probably some (if not many) Western Buddhists do need 
a religious school that clearly opposes itself to the mainstream 
of the liberal thought and that clearly detaches itself from 
those Buddhist teachers who tend to accept everything and 
anything in this world of today, including moral decline in 
Western countries, desacralization of religion and of family, 
undermining traditional moral values, religious and cultural 
consumerism, progress of popular culture, robotization of 
human mind, homosexual marriages, sexualization of 
children, political hypocrisy, silencing all opponents of 
globalism and all alternative political opinions in general, the 
tendency to regard the very doubtful contemporary political 
discourse (with such terms as ‘tolerance,’ ‘political 
correctness’ etc.) as the supreme ethical revelation, detaching 
religion from any social influence, and so on, and so on. I 
truly believe that there is absolutely nothing in the traditional 
scriptures of the Gelugpa lineage which justifies these 
tendencies. 
 
At the same time, I believe that there is no need to see Auld 
Vertuus School as the exclusive holder of religious truth, and there 
is no need to criticize those Buddhist teachers who concentrate on 
the Buddhist teaching in its essence, even if they fail to call 
numerous facts of contemporary moral degradation by their 
proper names.  
 
Even having agreed with the fact that a new sub-school of the 
Tibetan Gelug tradition may be created, I have never expressed 
the wish to be elected as the spiritual head of the new sub-school, 
and I voted for another person being elected to this position.  
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I am very far from being a saint man or even a saintly person, I do 
not possess spiritual accomplishments which are expected from a 
tripa, and I honestly admit this fact. 
 
At the same time, I clearly see that no tradition can actually exist 
without its lineage holder, and this is why it might be necessary to 
elect to this position my humble and imperfect person.   
 
I want to emphasize once again the fact that the supreme body of 
the newly established lineage is its council of teachers. I shall 
happily retire from my position of a locum lineage holder as soon 
as a better candidate to hold this position is found and approved 
by the council of teachers.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Ludwig Roemer
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